














order.”* Hughes trod a fine line: although he
publically stated his belief that abolition was a
danger to the “property rights” of Southern
landowners, he also denied that he was a
defender of slavery.?” Archbishop John Purcell
of Cincinnati was one of the few in the
Catholic hierarchy willing to use his voice to
address the inhumanity of slavery.®® As Hughes
grew more prominent during the 1840s and
50s, he believed it necessary to appear politi-
cally neutral. Even as early as 1857, when anti-
slavery activists asked Archbishop Hughes to
lend the weight of his opinion to their cause,
he demurred, writing back, “Catholics vote as
individuals in the exercise of their franchise,
with no direction from their clergy.”* He
believed that one of the easiest paths to assimi-
lation for his heavily Irish flock was to avoid
being seen as a religious block in political
terms.* Of course, Hughes also maintained a
friendship with William Seward, Lincoln’s
Secretary of State, and traveled to Europe on a
diplomatic mission at the behest of the presi-
dent during the height of the Civil War.

The Emancipation Proclamation would
prove to be the breaking point for Mullaly,
with both the Lincoln administration and his
patron, Archbishop Hughes, and in March
1863, Hughes formally withdrew all support
from the Record.** Although the break was due
to Mullaly’s increasing condemnation of the
Lincoln administration and the Union cause,
he and his supporters painted it as coming
from Mullaly after Hughes” “political and war-
like mission” in Europe in 1862.#> The paper’s
trend after its break with Hughes was widely
criticized, with the New York Times describing
its editorials as “outspoken treason” and calling
the paper “copperhead journalism.”*

Mullaly’s editorials and articles, however,
soon went beyond criticism into out-and-out
racism, reflecting the views of many of his con-
temporaries. Many Irish Catholics linked the
abolition movement with Protestants, and,
according to Cyprian Davis, “the anti-Catholic
attitudes of most of the leading Abolitionists
certainly helped turn pre-Civil War white
Catholics against the Abolitionists.”* Abolition
was also linked with the Republican party,

which many Catholics associated with nativism
and anti-immigrant policies.* Although some
Irish Catholic heroes like Daniel O’Connell
were abolitionists, and often drew parallels
between slavery in America and British rule
over Ireland, the working class in New York
saw blacks as economic competition.* Many
Irish Catholic immigrants viewed emancipa-
tion and the expected influx of free African
Americans to northern cities as a “threat to
[their] economic well-being.”# In the Spring of
1863, New YorK’s shipyards had brought in
African-American workers to break a strike by
longshoremen, which to many was a premoni-
tion of the job loss that would follow emanci-
pation.®®

Later that year, in July 1863, the begin-
ning of the draft in New York City exploded
into three days of rioting and violence, much
stemming directly from racist sentiment and
fear over the economic changes an influx of
free blacks would have on the city’s working
class Irish Catholic community.” Mullaly’s
blistering editorials and commentary at public
meetings led some to hold him directly
responsible for violence and destruction, and
several New York newspapers specifically criti-
cized the Record for feeding the anger, fear, and
racism driving the rioters.® There were also
accusations that the Catholic Church shared
the blame, as many still considered the paper
to be the archdiocese’s official mouthpiece.
One paper even went so far as to accuse
Mullaly of “tricking” readers into thinking his
editorials on the draft came directly from the
Archbishop.>' Hughes finally had to call a pub-
lic meeting at his residence to try to quell the
violence, and make the Church’s stance clear.

As the war went on, the condemnation of
Mullaly’s paper grew, as his views became more
extreme. There was a petition put to the
Postmaster General to ban the Record from
use of the mail system, and the commander of
the Union troops in Missouri forbid the circu-
lation of the paper, calling it “incendiary, dis-
loyal, and traitorous.”? The most extreme
response to Mullaly’s dangerous rhetoric came
in August, 1864, when he was arrested on
charge of inciting resistance to the draft. The
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Bronx Parks,” in 1932, Mullaly Park in the
Highbridge neighborhood of the Bronx was
named after him.
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