








O’Donovan Rossa can be found, and in one
of them is a special note from the author to
Judge John W. Goff, in recognition of his
efforts in helping to free the Fenian prisoners
from a penal colony in Western Australia in
1876—a daring mission that took place on
the whaling ship Cazalpa. Goff was a New
York State Supreme Court justice and a
member of Clan na Gael , a group that pro-
vided financial and material assistance to
Irish republicans. Goft’s book collection,
dealing with the history and culture of
Ireland, was donated to Iona College by
Brother Charles S. MacManus of All
Hallows High School in New York City, and
according to Brother Harry Dunkak, this
book collection became the nucleus of the
college’s renowned Irish Collection in its
Ryan Library. Following the death of Judge
Goft, his daughter Sister Inez Hildergarde
took up teaching at the Ursuline College of
New Rochelle. On the bench at the same
time as Judge Goff was Judge Martin J.
Keogh, an Irish immigrant, alumni of a
Christian Brother’s school, New Rochelle
resident, and husband of Katherine Emmet
Keogh, a cousin of Dr. Emmet.

MEETINGS IN NEW ROCHELLE

Among the many cruelties Ireland has borne
under British rule, probably the cruellest is the
near eradication of the Irish language, thanks
to prejudiced statutes forbidding it being spo-
ken. In 1893 the Gaelic League was estab-
lished by Douglas Hyde to promote the Irish
language and culture in a modern way, and
that group is responsible for bringing back
native games like Gaelic football and hurling
which were illegal at the time. The League
reached out to American counterparts for help
in fundraising, and in November 1905 Hyde
arrived in New York and was greeted by Judge
Keogh. The League received a lot of funding
from the New York lawyer, John Quinn, and
on at least one occasion Quinn and John
Devoy attended dinner at the Keogh's home in
New Rochelle to discuss the latest literary
releases of the Gaelic League.” A seven-month

trip concluded with $50,000 being collected

for the League—approximately $1.5 million
in today’s money.® The Gaelic League grew
throughout Ireland and the language made a
huge comeback, and with it came back the
ancient Gaelic tales of Irish warriors like Cr
Chulainn—perhaps unintentionally raising a
militant nationalism.’

In 1914 another fundraising delegation
from the League would arrive in New York,
and once again they were welcomed by Judge
Keogh, with whom they spent St. Patrick’s
Day in New Rochelle. The men that arrived
were Gaelic scholars and militant nationalists,
Diarmuid Lynch and Thomas Ashe. At the St.
Patrick’s celebrations in the New Rochelle
Freemason Hall, Ashe gave his first public
speech’®, and less than a week later Patrick
Pearse gave a speech to aid the poor of the
Blessed Sacrament Parish in New Rochelle!*.
Though it is not mentioned, it is likely Pearse
met with the Emmets and Keoghs in New
Rochelle as he followed the same fundraising
path as Lynch and Ashe. Pearse did, however,
meet with Dr. Emmet at his New York City
residence during the last night of his trip. Also,
Patrick Pearse had previously received contact
from Judge Keogh. With Supreme Court of
the State of New York letterhead, the letter is
dated March 1, 1910; it read:

Mprs. Keogh and myself have heard
of St. Enda’s school from many of our
[friends. The last to speak to me about it
was Mr. Bulfin'® on his recent visit to
New York. We have also had a copy of
the school paper which we read with the
greatest pleasure.

We have five boys, the eldest 13, and
Mrs. Keogh and myself are thinking of
educating a couple of them in Ireland. I
have read of no school that seems as
attractive as St. Enda’s or one where the
spirit and atmosphere are more whole-
some.

Mpr. Bulfin promised me when he
reached Ireland to write me fully about
the school but his sudden death has
ended that.

[ wish to become a subscriber to your
school paper (I am ashamed to say I
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College hosted an Irish music festival dedicat-
ed to the rebels of 1916; this tradition was
revived by the local AOH T.A. Emmet
Division 17 in September 2019.

WHO YOU MEET IN NEW ROCHELLE

In New Rochelle you never know when you
might meet someone connected with the Irish
struggle. When I first started researching the
Emmets in Iona College’s Ryan Library in
2016, I met Jim Lonergan, whose grandfather
came to America while “on-the-run” for being
an IRA volunteer during the War of
Independence. For over twenty years James
Francis Freyne taught accounting at Iona
College. He died in 1974 at age seventy-three,
but as a young man he was an IRA volunteer
during the war and took part in the burning of
the Customs House. Also an Iona College
professor for many years, Professor Edward E
Leonard was a long-time New Rochelle resi-
dent who was a staunch supporter of the
republican movement through The Troubles,
and who aptly compared Britain’s Special
Powers Acts of that period to the Coercive Acts
of the 1770s.% At Holy Family Church on
Clove Road, you might meet Monsignor
Patrick Carney, whose father was hidden by
Benedictine nuns in Kylemore Abbey while
being pursued by the Black and Tans.*” A for-
mer member of Michael Collins’ legendary
“Squad,” Sedn Lemass visited New Rochelle in
1953 to accept an honorary Doctor of Laws
from Iona College during his term as Ténaiste.
Monsignor Patrick J. Temple, who passed
away in 1972, was a priest at Holy Family
Church and St. Gabriel’s Parish, and during
this time he had correspondence with at least
one Irish Republican leader, namely John
Devoy.* Brother Charles Quinn of Iona
College, who passed away in 2007, has been
described as being a “firm disciple of Padraig
Pearse.” A kind man who would teach the
Gaelic language during his lunch hour, Quinn
donated many books to the Irish section of
Ryan Library, and his advice was consistently
sought by activists within the Irish Republican
movement in America throughout The
Troubles.

Knowing this, I encourage readers to take
full advantage of the Irish section of Ryan
Library, which is impressive, and has been
made even better thanks to a recent donation
of 150 historical books by Christopher
Emmet, a descendant of United Irishman,
Thomas Addis Emmet, who used to visit his
friend Thomas Paine in New Rochelle many
years ago.
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