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U.S. government to secure Kerwin's freedom
and return him home.' Back in Philadelphia
he married, sired: I daughter and explored vari-
ous employments, until confronted with a most

Brotherhood for war.

Photo:
Portrait made from a
studio photograph of

the 13th Pennsylvania Brotherhood, and in later years was remem-
Volunteer Cavalry,

circa 1863. From The
bered as one of the most capable officers in that

Story of a Cavalry
organization. We perceive his standing with the

Regiment: Scott's
900 by Thomas West

Smith, 1897. Courtesy
decision to appoint Brigadier General Kerwin

of the New York Public as his Secretary of War, effective February 3,
Library. 1870. This was not an honorific appointment.

The military arm of the Fenian Brotherhood was
again preparing to invade Canada.* The pro-
posed date for the invasion, May 24, was chosen
not based on an assessment of operational readi-
ness but rather an assumption of its propaganda

strike a blow for Ireland's freedom on Queen
Victoria's birthday.

Knowing what we know today about the

may wonder why a pick-up team of veterans and
adventurers thought they could succeed where
meaningful success had eluded them previously.5

and earned a reputation for bravery and resource-
ingly felt compelled to accept the role thrusted
upon him, for he stated in General Orders No.
1, February 4, 1870, "[I]n entering upon this

enemy lines. When the ninety-day enlistment important duty, I desire to say that theassurance
ended the regiment mustered out. But Kerwin
had developed a taste for action, and he promptly

of active operations being shortly commenced,
and under circumstances which offer a reason-

volunteered for the 13th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
quickly moving up the commissioned ranks

able hope of success, could alone induce me to
to take such a step. I, therefore, earnestly desire to

become a Colonel on April 22, 1864.' He mus-
tered out with his regiment in July 1865.

see every available means made use of to place the
Military portion of the F.B. on a war footing in

In September 1865, heeding the clarion call the shortest possible time."6
Despite preparations and hopeful expecta-

of his birth expecting to lead an Irish republican tions, battle plans often fall apart upon first con-
tact with the enemy, and such was the case with

his fellow conspirators had been misled, and the
majority of these former officers were rounded

the 1870 attack on Canada. The U.S. newspa-
pers, which covered the mobilization details,

up by the Crown's administration and jailed.
It took intervention at the highest levels of the
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pressing business, that of mobilizing the Fenian

THE FENIAN FIASCO
Kerwin was serving with the Army of

Kerwin as a Major in the Potomac when he joined the Fenian

Fenian Brotherhood in President John O'Neill's

effect. The Fenian Brotherhood intended to

Fenian Brotherhood invasions of Canada we

Kerwin understood the risks too, but seem-

fulness by volunteering to reconnoiter behind

to liberate Ireland, Kerwin returned to the land

army waiting in the shadows.2 But Kerwin and

and a well-placed British spy helped contribute
to the disaster.7 Kerwin resigned from the posi-




























