























is using all the means in her power. The
Irish know this also, and loving America
and hating England, they will cast their
votes for the American candidate, and not
for the Englishman.®

Alas for Kerwin’s expectations, Cleveland, the
“English” candidate, squeaked out an election
victory. It has been said that everything was
going Blaine’s way until just before election day
when, at a pro-Blaine rally in late October 1884,
a Presbyterian minister by the name of Reverend
Samuel Burchard famously misspoke. Caught
up in the rhythm of his rhetoric he thundered
that the country did not want the party of ‘Rum
(drunks), Romanism (Catholics) and Rebellion
(Confederates)’ to be elected. The Democratic
newspapers immediately made hay with this, and
an unintended blow was delivered on Blaine.
We do not know how many Catholic votes were
lost by the brouhaha that followed, but Catholic
votes were lost. Kerwin subsequently wrote in
the Zablet that “The three Rs, Rum, Romanism
and Rebellion should be supplanted by the three
Bs, Burchard Butchered Blaine.”?!

Despite periodic election setbacks and criti-
cism from newspapers of a different character
and constituency, the 7zblets circulation soared
to 20,000 copies, and larger ‘quarters’ were
leased in December 1886.3% Kerwin would retain
command of the 7zblet until December 1893,
at which time a Republican Ward leader and a
trusted lieutenant of New York State Senator
Thomas C. Platt he likely felt he no longer need-
ed the paper.?

POLITICAL OPERATIVE

Like many former Union officers, Kerwin
retained a strong affinity for the party of Lincoln,
and shortly after his arrival in New York City

he determined to make himself a force within
Republican circles. An opening move, reported
by the New-York Tribune on July 1, 1871, was
the organization of the Irish American Protective
Tariff Association at No. 193, the Bowery, with
Kerwin as its first president and his best friend
forever, General Denis Burke, as one of two vice
presidents.* The Irish American Protective Tariff
Association will eventually be replaced by the

New York Protective Tariff League and become
an important Republican party asset.

Evidencing early adaptation, Kerwin cham-
pioned an idea in 1871 that would become a
rallying theme for Republican campaigns from
1880 through 1888.

The skill sets that Kerwin honed as a mili-
tary leader would also serve him well as a politi-
cal operative. He thought operationally and was
decisive tactically; attributes appreciated by the
political network with which he affiliated. We
observe a manifestation of this appreciation
when, during the general election of 1880, an
appeal to the New York Irish voter was deemed
critical to a successful Republican outcome.

The general election of 1880 pitted a popu-
lar Democratic nominee, General Winfield Scott
Hancock—a man Kerwin admired as a sol-
dier—against an accidental Republican nominee,
General James Garfield. The race was expected to
be close. The “Solid South” would reliably vote
for the Democratic candidate, despite that can-
didate being the hero of Gettysburg.* But the
South did not possess electoral vote clout. The
states with the largest electoral votes, especially
Pennsylvania with 29 and New York with 35,
had large Irish populations, but the Irish were
inclined to vote Democratic. The Republican
National Committee determined to weaken that
inclination with an eleventh-hour appeal.

Written in late October by Professor Robert
Ellis Thompson of Philadelphia, an occasional
editorialist for the newspaper The American, the
500-word appeal called upon the Irish to vote
as loyal Americans “against the English Free
Trade Policy which had destroyed the industries
of Ireland and would do so to the industries of
America if not defeated in the polls.”** The pas-
sionate appeal began with “Irish Voters Attention!”
and ended with “God Save Old Ireland!”

With only days until election day Dr.
William Carroll, a former executive of the Clan
na Gael, was dispatched to New York City to
request his “old friend General Kerwin” place the
appeal before the New York Irish voter. Kerwin
recognized the immediacy of the need, and he
seized the moment.

Reformatted as a political advertisement the
appeal filled an entire column on page 1 of the
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“Englishness” of the Cleveland administration.

Concomitantly, persuasive Republican
operatives were circulating among the longshore-
men, educating them to the harm the Cleveland
administration’s English contracts were doing to
American workingmen, and keeping an eye on
their Tammany counterparts. We might imagine
that these persuasive Republican operatives were
also helpfully circulating freshly printed copies of
the Emancipator.

In late October the Kerwin-Delaney team
came up with yet another tactic to influence
still undecided Irish voters. They took the idea
of a two-sided handout campaign card, com-
monly used in election times, to the next level
with a folded four-sided card. Called “the evic-
tion card,” what distinguished this campaign
card from others were the images inside. On
one inside page was an upsetting drawing of an
Irish family being evicted from their humble
home; the statement “What Free Trade Has
Done for Ireland” was printed over the drawing.
Appearing opposite was the reassuring drawing
of an American worker returning to his comfort-
able home, under which appeared the statement
“What Protection Has Done for America.”#

When Delaney showed a prototype to
Senator Quay, seeking permission to print
200,000 copies, the delighted Republican
National chairman replied, “Make it a million,
and when you get the proofs send the first to
General Harrison, and then send proof copies to
all the State committees, except in the South.”#
The eviction card was later described as “the
most famous campaign card ever designed, and
the most popular too.”*

Cleveland, an incumbent President and
former New York Governor, lost his own state
and thereby lost the election of 1888. After
President-elect Harrison naively remarked to
Senator Quay that Providence had delivered
him the presidency, the irritated Quay told a
Philadelphia reporter that Harrison “ought
to know that Providence hadn't a damn thing
to do with it.”¥” Kerwin, on the other hand,
did have a thing or two to do with it. For his
redoubtable support of Harrison, Kerwin impa-
tiently anticipated the gift of the administration
promised by Senator Platt. It was anticipated by

the press as well, until the Crime of the Century
intervened.

Ed. Note: Part I of “Michael Kerwin in
New York” will appear in Volume 35 of
New York Irish History.

Endnotes

[ wish to thank Matthew Lantry, B.A., M.A.,
History, on the staff of the American University.
A descendent of Michael Kerwin, Matt selflessly
shared his extensive research on his ancestor,
shared his insights, gave periodic feedback as
the work progressed, and throughout provided

invaluable collegial encouragement.

1 Kerwin was mustered out of the Union Army as a
Colonel. Though often assumed, there is no record
of a brevet to Brigadier General relating to federal
service. The Fenian Brotherhood, however, did rec-
ognize Kerwin as a Brigadier General. The earli-
est found reference is a letter dated November 16,
1868, sent to General Michael Kerwin from Major
Timothy O’Leary, the Assistant Adjutant General,
Fenian Brotherhood. See Fenian files, Digital Library@
Villanova University.

2 Colonel John O’Mahony, then President of the Fenian
Brotherhood, believed that an organized Irish republi-
can army of 300,000 existed which, when “officered by
veterans who won their laurels putting down rebellion
in this country,” would rise up to reclaim Ireland’s free-
dom. New York Times March 6, 1866

3 Kerwin was arrested February 17, 1866 and imprisoned
in Kilmainham jail. He was transferred to Mountjoy
jail in early March where he remained until released
mid-July. His release was realized through the interven-
tion of Secretary of State William H. Seward. His pas-
sage home was paid for by Delia Parnell, the American
mother of Charles Stuart Parnell.

4 The strategic objective of the invasions was to achieve
leverage with which to negotiate freedom for Ireland.

5 The first Fenian invasion of Canada was in 1866. The
Bartle of Ridgeway is considered a tactical success, but
it failed strategically as the Fenian force withdrew in
the face of reinforcing Canadian and British forces.

6 General Orders No. 1, February 4, 1870, No. 50 N.
12th Street, Philadelphia, PA.
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7 The well-placed British spy went by the nom de guerre of
Henri le Caron. His signature block can be seen on the
important Fenian Brotherhood orders. His given name
was Thomas Miller Beach. See Tiwenty-Five Years in the
Secret Service.

8 General Orders No. 1.

9 The Fenian Brotherhood headquarters was then located
at 10 West Fourth Street, New York City.

10 Kerwin married Mary Bowers on September 19, 1867,
bur left wife Mary and daughter Mary when he relo-
cated to New York City in 1870. Mary Bowers Kerwin
sued for divorce in January 1875 citing abandonment.

11 A June 1890 census of Union veterans recorded Brevet
Brigadier General Denis Burke and Colonel Michael
Kerwin living at the same address, 452 West 150th
Street.

12 Catherine’s last will and testament directed her estate to
pay for the shared memorial stone under which she and
Kerwin are now buried. It likely replaced a government
marker provided at the time of Kerwin’s burial.

13 See book review on Patrick Henry Jones, Volume 33,
New York Irish History.

14 Senator Thomas C. Platt, the New York Republican
Party Boss, would become Kerwin’s patron, possibly
as early as 1882. Plart facilitated Kerwin's appoint-
ment with the Department of the Treasury, influ-
enced his appointment as a New York City Police
Commissioner, and finally secured him a sinecure with
the Department of the Interior. Kerwin was also nomi-
nated for positions which did not materialize. Among
those were the New York City Port Commissioner, the
New York City Postmaster, and the New York County
Sheriff.

15 The history comes from contemporary accounts.
The National Archives and Records Administration
was unable to locate Kerwin’s Official Personnel File
(OPF).

16 The historical record alludes to this aspiration. Kerwin
conditioned his support of Republican presidential
candidate Blaine in 1884 on the removal of Postmaster
Pearson should Blaine be elected. See New York Times,
March 23, 1885. When Blaine was not elected Kerwin
wrote a petulant appraisal of Pearson’s reappointment
by the incoming Cleveland administration. See the
Tablet, March 21, 1885.

17 Kerwin will not forget US Postmaster General James’
role in his dismissal. Revenge will come in 1889.
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18 In “The New York Postmaster. Why should Mr.
Pearson be removed now?” Kerwin renewed his com-
plaints against Pearson and his father-in-law, James,
and identified himself as a Stalwart Republican when
remembering his sacking in January 1882. A ‘Stalwart’
Republican indicates alignment with the Platt faction of
the Republican Party. See the 7abler, March 21, 1885.

19 Several newspapers carried this account. One is the St.
Paul, MN Daily Globe, March 23, 1885.

20 Kerwin filed for disability in July 1879 claiming per-
manent impairment suffered from a lightning strike in
1864. Complaints were physical and nervous impair-
ments requiring frequent bedrest for up to several
weeks in duration, and loss of hearing. Medical exami-
nation noted mild impairments but nothing disabling.

21 While attending a GAR encampment at Bordentown,
NJ, a group of rowdies, among them a Constable
Bowers, knocked Kerwin to the ground and so
thoroughly beat him that he was sent to recover at
Pennsylvania hospital.

Kerwin claimed thar the attack was a result of a
political disagreement. A Kerwin descendant notes the
similarity of the constable’s name to that of Kerwin’s
abandoned wife, Mary Ross Bowers. It is an open ques-
tion whether Kerwin’s abandonment of Mary Bowers
Kerwin led to a score settling by Constable Bowers.

22 Evening World, April 1, 1889

23 Trish reporters greatly influenced the New-York
Tribune and the Herald, and important Irish editors
included Thomas D’Arcy Magee of American Celt,
David Power Conyngham of Sunday Democrat, James
McMasters of Freeman’ Journal, John Devoy of Gaelic
American, Thomas Meehan of Irish America, Patrick
and Augustine Ford of rish World, and Jeremiah
O’Donovan Rossa of United Irishman.

24 Kerwin gives the history of the Zablet in an editorial
dated January 1, 1884. There he states that in the dark
days of Know Nothingism “the American Celt sprang
into being, and for years battled against the intolerance
of the enemies of the Church. When the editor of the
Celt threw down his pen his paper was transferred to
the Messrs. Sadlier, by whom it was issued under the
name of The New York Tablet, which name since then it
has borne.” The unnamed editor who threw down his
pen was Thomas D’Arcy Magee, who, when dissatis-
fied with treatment of the Irish in the U.S., relocated
to Canada in 1857. D’Arcy Magee, elected as a moder-
ate M.P, was murdered by Fenian thugs in 1868. His
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funeral in Montreal drew an estimated 80,000 out of a
population of 100,000.

25 “An Appeal from Mrs. M. Sadlier,” Tablet, March 8,
1884, p. 2.

26 Major David Power Conyngham was a Civil War cor-
respondent for the New York Tiibune, editor of several
New York weeklies and a prolific author on religious
subjects and the Irish Brigade. He became the sole edi-
tor of the Zablet by 1879 and continued in thart capac-
ity until his untimely death at the age of forty-two on
April 1, 1883.

27 Michele Lacombe, in “Frying Pans and Deadlier
Weapons”, Essays in Canadian Writing Vol. 29
(Summer 1984), page 103, stated that the Tablet was
sold to ease the debt load of the then-struggling Sadlier
company.

28 Burtsell, a pastor and a lawyer, is remembered as the
defender of the Reverend Dr. Edward McGlynn
against the intrigues of Archbishop Gibbons and the
Propagation of the Faith at the Vatican. Kerwin spoke
publicly in defense of Fr. McGlynn. See New York
Herald, September 4, 1890.

29 Kerwin published character-discrediting articles
abour the Democratic candidate, Robert E. Pattison,
in the 7ablet, flooding the Irish-heavy districts in
Pennsylvania with special edition copies.

30 The Tablet, editorial page, October 25, 1884.
31 The Tablet, editorial page, November 22, 1884.

32 Initially circulated to only New York City on Sundays,
an additional printing run provided the distribution of
12,000 copies nationally on Tuesday. It was stated in
several sources that the 7ablet was the most widely read
Catholic newspaper in the country.

33 The Tablet suspended publication December 2, 1893.
New York Times Dec 3, 1893. An attempt to reorganize
and find new sponsors ultimately failed.

34 New York Tribune, July 3, 1871

35 The Solid South largely voted for Democratic
Presidential candidates from the end of Reconstruction
in 1877 uniil the general election of 1968.

36 The English Free Trade bugaboo will be used again in
the election of 1888. See discussion of the ‘eviction
card’ later in this article.

37 Pearson’s Magazine, Vols 35-36, page 443, May 1916.
38 Ibid.

39 It is helpful to remember that Kerwin was still a mid-
dling Post Office employee in 1880 and the Zabler was
still a Sadlier family paper. Though getting political
recognition, Kerwin had not yet acquired Senator Platt
as his patron. His ascent was still a work in progress.

40 Pennsylvania and Its Public Men, Samuel Hudson,
Philadelphia, 1909, page 285.

41 They cooperated again in the election of Howard Taft
in 1907. Closely associated in life, Kerwin and Delaney
are still close after life. They arranged to be buried side
by side in Arlington National Cemetery. Kerwin is
buried in Section 3, site 2169 and Delaney is buried in
Section 3, site 2170.

42 The CSS Alabama was built in secrecy near Liverpool.
Though built for combat it was not armed during con-
struction to avoid violating Britain’s official position of
neutrality. Fully armed in late 1862 the Alabama sunk
several U.S. merchant ships before the USS Kearsarge
sent it to the bottom off the coast of France in 1864.
In 1869 the U.S. government filed for damages against
Great Britain for violation of international law by
harboring and repairing a fully armed and operating
Confederate raider. In 1872 an international tribunal
ruled in favor of the US. The duplicity of the British
government in this matter was not soon forgotten.

43 ‘Professor’ Mezeroff was thought to be a Russian
anarchist but was an American of Russian and Irish
descent. His birth name was Richard Rogers. Known
to Jeremiah O’Donovan (O’Dynamite) Rossa, the
“father” of the Fenian bombing campaign, 18811883,
it seems reasonable to assume that Mezeroft was
known to Kerwin, who allegedly recruited bombers
and disbursed funds for the second phase of the bomb-
ing campaign, 1883-1885.

44 Trish evictions in 1887-1888 received considerable
attention in the Catholic and Irish American press. See
New York Irish History, volume 31, for a New York Irish
American’s witness account of evictions in County
Clare.

45 The eviction card was not sent to the “Solid South,”
which would vote for the Democratic candidate,
regardless. See endnote 30.

46 See Pennsylvania and Irs Public Men, by Sam Hudson,
Philadelphia, 1909, pp 282-290.

47 Boss Rule in the Gilded Age: Matt Quay of Pennsylvania,
p- 117, by James A. Kehl.
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