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nice brunette strolling around the his-

toric mill. Donegal Hill in summer is

the mecca for Irish girls in the Park

Slope.>®

Donegal Hill witnessed its best days in the
early 1930s during the last big wave of Irish
immigration until the late 1940s. Under the
cherry trees in springtime, the spot was a wel-
come relief from the boarding houses or tiny
servant quarters experienced by many of the
immigrants. In 1933, Keating reported that
there were thousands on the green, but most
commonly he mentioned hundreds making
the Sunday visit to the hill. ® A sunny day
brought out big numbers, but even in a fog or
a rainy downpour, there were still a few hardy
souls to be found. Perhaps the most regular
were the hurlers who came every evening to
sharpen their skills. With immigration from
Ireland practically at a standstill after 1931, it
was increasingly a lament for the forlorn bach-
elors who gathered in decreasing numbers.
And World War II was, of course, a serious
blow to the gatherings.

DonNEGAL IMMIGRANTS AND THEIR
EmMrLOYMENT
The 1942 Draft Registration also provided
information as to employment, but the exact
nature of the work is sometimes obscured
because there was no attempt to categorize the
actual nature of the job. Some of the employ-
ers were not indicated or could not be indenti-
fied at all, so the number of Donegal
immigrants classified by occupation is smaller
(total=233) than the geographic distribution.
The Donegal immigrants were employed as
follows:

Government (including police, fire and

hospitals)—58 (24.9%)

Retail and Buildings (stores, warehouses,

building maintenance)—33 (14.1%)

Maritime (including stevedores and

docks)—25 (10.7%)

Food Industry (including groceries)—17

(7.3%)

Industrial (including manufacturing)—16

(6.9%)

Utilities (gas and electric)—14 (6.0%)

Self employed—14 (6.0%)

Tradles (including plumbers)—4 (1.7%)
Construction—3 (1.3%)

Retired—3 (1.3%)

Unclassified Employers—11 (4.7%)
Unemployed—35 (15.0%)

Although the exact job descriptions are not
supplied on the draft registration forms, it is
likely that most of immigrants were in
unskilled positions, most of these requiring
some degree of physical labor. Not evident, at
least at this time, are the tunnel construction
workers, or sandhogs, known to be an occu-
pation that employed a great many Donegal
immigrants. In general, Donegal immigrants
like other immigrants from Ireland lacked the
solid educational opportunities open to those
in later generations and, consequently, sought
out whatever work that was available in a vari-
ety of activities. Surprisingly, the unemploy-
ment rate was a rather high 15% of the total,
but this may represent the still recovering stage
of the United States economy and the more
difficult task of finding employment for older
workers.

THe IMMIGRANT CLERGY
Only one priest and a religious brother of the
Donegal men who registered for the Old
Man’s draft in 1942 were listed as clergy, but
Donegal men were among Catholic priests
serving in Brooklyn at that time. For instance,
Father John J. O’Doherty, a native of Malin
Head, was pastor of St. Agnes Church, Sackett
Street, up to his death in 1957.¢' That same
year, the Rev. Edward J. Boyle, S.2M., who
came to the United States with his family as a
young boy from Gweedore, was ordained in
1957 at St. Teresa’s Church, where he had
grown up.®

It is difficult to trace all the priests of
Donegal birth who served in the Brooklyn
Diocese. Father Joseph Campbell served as an
assistant pastor at St. Peter and Paul’s parish in
Williamsburg between 1861 and 1878. Born
in Donegal “at a period when religious bigotry
was at its acme,” he was said to have “retained
some of the peculiarities surrounding his early
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12 New York World, May 10, 1886 and New York Sun,
May 29, 886

13 Brooklyn Citizen, June 23, 1890.
14 Irish American, March 24, 1888.

15 Brooklyn Eagle, August 13, 1904. Hugh Carlin,
owner of the hall, was born in Philadelphia of Irish
parents. He was the son of Lawrence, also a tavern
owner, who was an active member of the Donegal

Association.
16 Irish American, April 14, 1888.

17 Brooklyn Eagle, July 14, 1889. Father John Nash
was pastor of Sacred Heart Parish where many of the
Navy Yard workers attended mass. Although born in
the parish, Nash was popular with Irish immigrants

and may have had Donegal ancestry.
18 Irish American, February 2, 1889.
19 Brooklyn Standard Union, February 27, 1889.

20 Brooklyn Eagle, April 5, 1884. Edward’s brother was
the Rev. Francis J. Freel, pastor of St. Charles

Borromeo Parish in Brooklyn.
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Brooklyn Citizen, September 8, 1889. Many of the
listed contributors bore distinctive Donegal sur-

names.
22 Brooklyn Citizen, January 30, 1890.
23 Brooklyn Citizen, March 3, 1889.

24 Birmingham News, Birmingham, Alabama, June 22,
1896. Patrick Brennan was born in Croagh, Parish
of Killaghtee, Co. Donegal, in 1843 and died in
Birmingham, Alabama, on June 22, 1896. At 19 he
came to the United States and after college in
Oswego, N.Y., worked at the headquarters of the
Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company in Manhattan.
He was soon their head bookkeeper, but was sent in
1890 to Birmingham to take charge of their store in
that city.
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Brooklyn Eagle, July 27, 1896.
26 Brooklyn Citizen, May24, 1892 and July 18, 1890.
27 Brooklyn Eagle, February 16, 1912.

28 Brooklyn Eagle, March 6, 1911. Roarty died in
1911 and was one of the last of the Donegal immi-
grants who dominated the leather trade In lower
Manhattan at one time. The leather industry was

responsible for the cluster of Donegal people who

settled to the east and north of the present City
Hall.

29 Brooklyn Citizen, September 11, 1890.

30 Brooklyn Eagle, February 6, 1891 and Brooklyn
Citizen, February 19, 1903.

31 Brooklyn Citizen, February 14, 1899.
32 Brooklyn Eagle, July 26, 1894.

33 Brooklyn Citizen, August 11, 1891. The present
Donegal Football Team was not organized until

about 1949.

34 Brooklyn Eagle, July 21, 1913. Donegal also fielded
a soccer team at the picnics. The impression is given
that the same players served on the Gaelic team as

well.

35 New York Sun, May 4, 1908. Visiting clergy from
Ireland often had relatives living in New York.
Father Charles Logue, who had served in the
Brooklyn Diocese in several parishes in the borough,
was a distant cousin. Another cousin was for a time
an editor of the weekly New York Irish weekly, the
Irish Echo.

36 Tablet, December 12, 1908. The Ladies Irish societ-
ies, particularly those attached to county societies,
were almost entirely composed of young single
women. When the women married they tended to
drift away from the organization as the care of chil-
dren demanded more and more of their attention.
The men’s society, being around a lot longer than
the ladies’ organization, had a greater spread of ages,
including members who again became active after

their families were raised.

37 Brooklyn Times Union, December 24, 1923. Unlike
many Hibernian divisions that floundered and col-
lapsed from the payment of benefits in the influenza
epidemic of 1918/19 and the Great Depression, the
Brooklyn Donegal Association was apparently able
to maintain its beneficial character up to the time of

the merger in 1939.

38 Times Union, May 23, 1933. The deceased, Peter
Carlin, was a veteran of the British Navy and a vet-
eran of the Battle of Jutland who had passed away in
Kings County Hospital.

39 New York Sun, April 2, 1890.

40 Irish Advocate, December 30, 1922. The Manhattan
Donegal group celebrated its 19th annual ball in
this year.
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41 Irish Advocate, November 11, 1939. Con Boyle, a 57 News Press, Fort Myers, Fla., September 2, 1929.

member of the Manhattan Donegal group, but a Dozens of newspapers across the country carried
Brooklyn resident, was elected first president of the this identical one paragraph story. It is one of only a
unified organization. national notice of Donegal Hill to have appeared in

th try’ .
42 Brooklyn Eagle, June 10, 1892. ¢ country’s press

58 Irish Advocate, S ber 26, 1929
43 Irish American, February 17, 1900. McFadden’s par- " vocare, Septetmber

ish was in Gweedore, an Irish speaking village then 59 Irish Advocate, March 29, 1941

it is today. McFadden’s topi “British
a8 s foday: reradeens topic was THAS 60 Irish Advocate, May 13, 1933. Keating will not be

(@) i fIreland in Rq Years.”
ppression ot freland in Becent Tears remembered as a great chronicler of Irish-

44 Brooklyn Citizen, January 28, 1901. American history. His writing was little more than

lists of names of those present accompanied by the

45 Brooklyn Citizen, July 19, 1893. . ) .

5 Brooklyn Citizen, July 19, 1893 thinnest of details. After reading through more

46 Tablet, May 5, 1928. than 15 years of his columns, it is a little bit like

. watching the 1950s movie “Marty” for the hun-

47 Tablet, April 14, 1928. )

dredth time.

48 The Chat (Brooklyn),December 24, 1927. 61 Tiblet, April 5, 1957.

49 Tablet, January 10, 1920. 62 Tablet, May 19, 1957..

50 Brooklyn Times Union, January 28, 1928. 63 Brooklyn Eagle, December 5, 1878,
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Irish Echo, June 10, 1939. 64 New York Sun, January 1, 1909.

52 Brooklyn Cisizen, November 30, 1890. 65 Brooklyn Times Union, March 24, 1921.

53 Brooklyn Eagle, September 16, 1914. Thls. was held 66 Tabler, January 3, 1948 and June 19, 1943.
at Tammany Hall, Grand Avenue and Pacific Street.
67 Brooklyn Times Union, September 30, 1930.
54 Tablet, June 12, 1920.
68 Tablet, September 3, 1938, and Brooklyn Citizen,
August 25, 1938. He was born in 1857 in the par-

ish of Dunnoughmore in County Donegal and

55 The last president of the Brooklyn Donegal
Association was Joseph M. Breslin who was the
founder in 1939 of Division No. 5 of the
Hibernians, originally organized in St. Teresa’s
Parish. A list of the first officers indicates that, based

settled at age 8 with his parents in St. James Parish
near the Navy Yard. Reports in the press indicated
he had almost reached his birthplace when he was

on the surnames, most of them must have been for- . L .
; stricken and rushed to a hospital in Dublin where

mer members of the Brooklyn Donegal group. he died.
56 “United States World War II Draft Registrations,
1942”, from the website of Ancestry.com. The

breakdown by neighborhood reflects the old and

69 Brooklyn Eagle, April 19, 1910. He was a native of

Trean Beg, Barony of Kilmacrenan, Donegal.

the newer neighborhoods where Donegal people
had settled. The small numbers of registrants in the
vicinity of St. Patrick’s Church, Kent Avenue, in the
old 7th Ward and the complete absence of regis-
trants in the old Donegal stronghold of Irishtown
indicates the profound changes taking place in eth-
nic Brooklyn. About half of the central Brooklyn
registrants lived closer to Broadway and the
Bushwick neighborhood than to the Bedford dis-
trict. Those that did live in the Bedford district
seem to have been a spill-over from the old 9th

Ward and St. Teresa’s Parish.
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