





New York Sun interview. As a graduate of public
schools himself, McGlynn felt that the first duty
of the Church was to teach the gospel rather than
secular knowledge. He also felt few Catholic

schools could compete academically with the
public schools, and he expressed his opinion in the
Sun that forming Catholic schools would create a
dangerous distance between parochial-school stu-
dents and neighboring public-school children.
McGlynn was also profoundly ecumenical
when ecumenism was regarded with suspicion
by many in the archdiocese. McGlynn became
a leader among a variety of religious groups, not
just for his charity but also for his learning and
excellent judgement. Many prominent Jews and
Protestants visited his church. He shared a stage
with Henry Ward Beecher, a noted anti-Catho-
lic, which won him a rebuke from Corrigan in
1886. He even raised money for the synagogue
on East twenty-ninth Street, earning McGlynn
the deep affection and respect of the rabbi there.
Most of all, though, it was his advocacy for
the ideas of author, social reformer, and mayoral
candidate Henry George that put McGlynn on
a collision course with the archbishop. George
wrote one the most widely read and controversial
books of the nineteenth century, Progress and
Poverty, which was published in 1880 and advo-
cated taxing land ownership to help the poor.

ADVOCATING FOR HENRY GEORGE
McGlynn first read George’s work in 1880, dis-
covering there a solution to the vexing problem

of deepening poverty. McGlynn soon became
George’s most devoted champion, helping to
legitimize him in the eyes of more skeptical Irish
Americans, stating;
1 found an excellent exposition on the
industrial and social conditions of man
in Georges book, a poem of philosophy, a
prophecy, a prayer. In language rare and
unequalled the author presents a picture
of perishing lives. And in glowing poetic
language tells of God’s bounties to his
children, but somehow with the increase
in the use of wealth there is an increase of
poverty, and where there is the congrega-
tion of the greatest wealth, by its side is
the greatest poverty and misery....I had
never found so clear an exposition of the
cause of the trouble, involuntary poverty,
and its remedy, as I found in this monu-
mental work. I became all aglow with a
new and clear light that had come ro my
mind in such full consonance with all my
thoughts and aspirations from the earliest
childhood., and I did, as best as I could,
to justify the teachings of that great work
based upon the essence of all religions the
Jatherhood of God and. the brotherhood of
man. (Malone, 24)

George’s call for a tax on land was not limited to
America. It included Ireland, which was expe-
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Patrick Ford is best known
as publisher of the Irish
World and American
Industrial Liberator, one
of the most widely read
newspapers among the

Irish in America in the late
nineteenth century. Born

in County Galway, as a

boy Ford immigrated with
his parents to Boston in
1845. After employment as
a young man in newspaper
publishing, he fought in the
Civil War with the Ninth
Massachusetts Regiment. In
1870 he settled in New York
City and founded the Irish
World newspaper. Like Fr.
McGlynn, he was influenced
by the ideas of Henry George
and argued for economic
changes like those George
was to propose in his book,
Progress and Poverty. /n
1878 Ford changed the
name of his newspaper,
adding ‘American Industrial
Liberator,” to reflect that
support. Ford also supported
Land League activities in
Ireland and used bis paper
to solicit donations for a
Land League fund. Courtesy
of RTE
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Archbishop Michael
Corrigan was born in
Newark, New Jersey and
was the third archbishop
for the New York

diocese. The son of Irish
immigrants, Corrigan

was educated in Catholic
colleges in Maryland

and studied at the North
American College in
Rome. He was ordained
in 1863 in the Basilica

of St. John Lateran and
received a doctorate in
divinity in the next year.
He served as president of
Seton Hall College and,

in 1873, became bishop of
the Newark diocese, which
in that era encompassed
the entire state of

New Jersey. In 1885, he
became Archbishop of the
New York diocese. Courtesy
of MacNamaras Blog.
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riencing a peasant eviction crisis that spawned
the famous Irish Land League. McGlynn shared
a passionate concern for the fate of poor Irish
peasants with Patrick Ford, editor of the widely
read New York newspaper, the 7rish World, who
became an ally of both George and McGlynn.
Ford denounced not just British landlordism,
but all landlordism, drawing parallels between
economic oppression in the United States and
Ireland. In recognition of George’s ideas, Ford
expanded the name of his paper from 7he Irish
World to The Irish World and The American
Industrial Liberator. Ford wanted to redistribute
the land in Ireland, believing that it was abso-
lutely necessary that land be in the hands of the
people. He stated that
The struggle in Ireland is radically and

essentially the same struggle in America, a

contest against legalized forms of oppres-

sion. (Bell,102)

George and McGlynn met and, finding much
in common, they became friends. George’s ideas
disseminated by Ford, along with McGlynn’s
speeches, transformed the way Irish Americans
saw oppression from an ethnic, cultural and reli-
gious oppression to a sOCi0-economic one.

ORDER FROM A CARDINAL

In Rome, Cardinal Giovanni Simeoni, who
headed the Church’s organization charged with
spreading the faith, on learning of McGlynn’s
support for George saw it as a dangerous attack
on the sacred rights of property—and therefore
as socialism. Early in the 1880s the Cardinal sent
an order to Archbishop Corrigan for silencing
McGlynn or even for his suspension, if necessary.
Corrigan supported the British over the Land
League on questions of property rights in Ireland.
But he did not deem McGlynn’s suspension nec-
essary. The archbishop though, forbade McGlynn
to make any more speeches on the Land League,
which McGlynn promised to do. But while
speaking at a charity event for Irish peasants, he
again invoked George's ideas on rural Irish pov-
erty, earning him a further rebuke from Simeoni
and a stern Corrigan lecture. Simeoni repeatedly
tried to get McGlynn to make a retraction or
modification for his support of George's ideas,

but McGlynn stood firm.

In his biography of McGlynn, Stephen Bell
argued that Corrigan never really understood
George’s arguments, stating that

While the archbishop was actuated by
the best intentions in the world, it was
impossible for him with his faulty under-
standing of the points at issue to render to
the Vatican an accurate and fair account

of Georges ideas. (Bell, 31)

Corrigan increasingly only saw McGlynn’s public
support for George as willful insubordination.

THE ELECTION OF 1886
George’s campaign to be elected mayor of
New York City in 1886 sealed McGlynn’s fate.
Corrigan and many in the archdiocese were
strong supporters of Tammany Hall, whose can-
didate for mayor, Abram Hewitt, was threatened
by George’s popularity among the Irish work-
ing class. Corrigan, on learning that McGlynn
intended to speak on October 1 on George’s
behalf, forbade him to do so. The speech, which
was widely advertised, would draw huge crowds
and media attention and McGlynn felt his
absence from the podium would be a blow to the
Catholic church and to its support of the work-
ing man. McGlynn told George of Corrigan’s
prohibition, urging him to go to the archbishop.
When George did so, Corrigan was cordial but
also showed him undated letters from Rome to
Cardinal McCloskey demanding McGlynn’s sus-
pension “at the express order of the Pope because
in his Land League speeches he had taught doc-
trines that were contrary to Church teachings
and McGlynn had shown ‘a propensity to favor
revolution in Ireland.”

McGlynn defied the archbishop’s order,
explaining his reasons in a letter to Corrigan:

1, in view of my rights and duties as a

citizen, which were not surrendered why

I became a priest, am determined to do

what I can to support Mr. George; and 1

am also stimulated by my love for the poor

and oppressed laboring classes, which seems

particularly consonant with the charitable

and philanthropic character of the priest-

hood. (O’Donnell,127)
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Hllustration:
A poster announcing

a meeting of the Anti-
Poverty Society, with a
speech by Fr. McGlynn,
in September 1887. The
Society was launched in
March of that year and
built upon the popularity
of McGlynn who saw
the organization as an
instrument of social

and economic change.
The Society initially

has substantial support
[from Irish labor leaders
in New York. However,
it was regularly the
target of criticism by the
Archbishop and other
church leaders, and
eventually support and
membership declined.
Courtesy of Henry George
School of Social Science.
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On January 23, 1887, a sendoft meeting at
Madison Square Garden for Irish Land League
leader, Michael Davitt, turned instead into a
mighty protest against the treatment of Dr.
McGlynn.

On March 26, McGlynn announced the
creation of the Anti-Poverty Society, and he
delivered his most famous speech, “The Cross of
A New Crusade,” explaining its goals three days
later at the Academy of Music. He stated that

It is by doing justice, the inculcation of
the spirit of equality, liberty and fraternity
on earth, that we shall prepare the way for
the glorious millennial day when it shall
be something more than a prayer and in
great measure a reality.

Charles Dana, editor of the Sz newspaper and a
bitter critic of McGlynn, was forced to declare in
an editorial that
1o say of the Rev. Dr. McGlynn’s
address Tuesday evening that is was a
remarkable intellectual performance is
to do it imperfect justice. The address is

entitled to rank with those grear ora-
tions which ar critical times and from
the mouths of men of genius have swayed
the course of public opinion and changed
the onward movement of nations. The
Catholic Herald stated thar Dr. McGlynn
has lost a parish and gained a continent.
He will regain the parish and retain the
continent. (Bell, 81)

MCGLYNN EXCOMMUNICATED
On July 4, 1887 McGlynn's ex-communication
was promulgated, and there was widespread
outrage. But a New York Times editorial attacked
McGlynn stating that
Whatever of pity may be felt for Dr.
McGlynn by any right-minded person
must be felt inspite of the knowledge
that his fate is deserved. He has not only
deserved but invited it, and he has nobody
but himself to blame thar his career is

closed, and bis life is ruined. (Bell,124)

Fr. McGlynn, though, never attacked the
Church directly, claiming his ex- communica-
tion was that of the ecclesiastical machine and
not that of the Pope speaking ex cathedra for the
Church. Thousands of letters to the Catholic
Standard newspaper reacted angrily to the
news of McGlynn’s ex-communication. The
controversy raged over the next four years. The
Pope in June, 1891 wrote an encyclical “Rerum
Novarum,” which condemned communism and
socialism, and some read the encyclical as an
attack on George and McGlynn.

George studied the encyclical, and wrote
a reply citing extensive evidence that the
Rerum Novarum’s author lacked an adequate
understanding of his ideas and that McGlynn’s
ex- communication was based on mischarac-
terizations of McGlynn’s beliefs. George argued
that his Catholic adherents were still willing
to accept the rulings of the Pope on faith and
spiritual matters, but not social or political
questions. Ironically, George was agreeing with
his enemy Bishop McQuaid, who, though
authoritarian in administration, adamantly had
opposed papal infallibility at the First Vatican
Council in 1868.
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