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a delightful inconsistency which excites the
wonder and admiration for the opposite
sex.”? Towards the end of her life Moore
spoke of this event with great sense of
accomplishment and nostalgia and jokingly
remarked, “[If] Lady Liberty hadn’t been so
brazen she would be blushing from having so
many men at her feet.”®

Moore’s battle for women’s suffrage did
not end with the Statue of Liberty protest.
One of her most active years in the suffrage
campaign was 1894—the year of the New
York State Constitutional Convention.*
The constitutional convention began on
May 8th and the main goal was to propose
an amendment which would give women
suffrage. In the months leading up to the
convention, Moore and dozens of other suf-
fragists in New York campaigned heavily in
New York City to gather support for the
amendment. Moore at one point was
attending and giving multiple speeches a
week across Manhattan as well as hosting
suffrage meetings in her home in Greenwich
Village.* In February of 1894, the New
York Woman Suffrage League organized a
mass meeting to rally the people to the cause
and prepare them for the constitutional
amendment battle in the coming months.
Blake made the opening address by explain-
ing the history of New York constitutional
conventions as well as sharing her experienc-
es with trying to get the legislature to allow
women be delegates to the one that summer.
Blake stated, “I was even bold enough to
approach the Tammany tiger and try to
soothe it. This is not a question of “The
Lady or the Tiger;’ I said ‘the lady and the
tiger should walk to victory together.” But
the lady did not walk to victory—neither
did the tiger.”® When Moore spoke, she
began by referencing a conversation she had
with an African-American man after he saw
an electric cable car for the first time. She
reported the man had said “God bless the
Yanks. They freed the negroes, and now they
have freed the mules.” Moore commented:

They have freed the negroes and the
mules, and now they should free the

women. It is not for ourselves we plead.
Most of us have brains enough to take
what we want. It is for those who are
helpless, poor, and oppressed. We are not
asking for woman’s rights, but equal
rights—equal pay for men and

women.®

Notwithstanding the problem with mak-
ing a comparison between chattel slavery and
the status of women, it is probably fair to
assume that the point of Moore’s statement
was benign. She very clearly felt deeply for
women’s rights, but also cared a great deal for
the rights of the poor and others. The amend-
ment failed, but Moore’s campaigning efforts
did not go unnoticed. Women were ready for
the vote, but New York was not.

After the turn of the century Moore’s pub-
lic appearances seemed to have diminished in
frequency, but she still held on to her ties to
the suffrage movement as much as possible. By
this point in the movement, many of the suf-
fragists she had worked closely with were dying
off. Newspaper coverage gives us an idea of the
women Moore was interacting with during
these movements. During the nineteenth cen-
tury stages of the suffrage movement, Moore
would have been a contemporary of notable
women such as Susan B. Anthony, Carrie
Chapman Catt, Clara Barton, and Lillie
Devereux Blake. The work she put in made
her relatively famous amongst Irish-American
activist women which set an example for the
next phase of the movement. The next genera-
tion of suffragists that Moore aligned herself
with were almost exclusively Irish-American
nationalists.

CHAMPIONING SOCIAL REFORM

Aside from her suffrage inclinations, Moore’s
background in the Ladies’ Land League creat-
ed a foundation for her social reform work in
the United States as well as her political ideolo-
gy. Using her past experiences in Ireland while
campaigning for more rights for tenant farm-
ers, as well as her experiences campaigning for
suffrage and reform movements in the United
States, Moore was equipped to assist candi-
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removed from his parish. Moore told the
crowd gathered outside of St. Stephen’s
Church, where McGlynn had been pastor, that
Ireland had men like Corrigan too. Moore’s
public speeches compared Archbishop
Corrigan’s treatment of McGlynn to the evic-
tions in Ireland as well as stating there were
clergymen in Ireland like Corrigan that were
not “for the people”—they were either “British
tools” or simply good politicians. These men
were, as Moore described, “tyrannical” because
they were willing to stamp out the Land
League, but the Irish people put them in their
place with financial protest tactics. Moore
instructed everyone, especially the women of
the congregation, to withhold their money
from the collection boxes until their priest was
restored:

If Archbishop Corrigan wants to
have in St. Stephen’s a priest that you do
not want, let him pay the expenses of
the priest out of the $40,000 a year that
is given to him, clear of all expenses; if’
he wants you to pay the expenses tell
him you will do it when your priest
is restored. Be true to Dr. McGlynn. Be
as true to him as he has been to you.>

Moore’s scathing criticism of Corrigan’s
actions went as far as declaring Corrigan
unchristian. “How could the archbishop con-
demn Irish evictions when he himself evicted
the doctor on a cold winter’s day and sent him
out in to the world without a dollar in his
pocket—call such conduct Christian? No; it
was inhuman and unchristian.”** Her Catholic
spirituality was incredibly important to
Moore’s identity and public persona. Her will-
ingness to blatantly charge Corrigan as being
unchristian shows Moore’s level of dedication
to McGlynn and his ideology.

The threat of Church censure was not a
phenomenon limited to Moore’s support of
McGlynn. Due to the upheaval amongst
Catholic Americans over the McGlynn affair,
the Church did not look kindly on Anti-
Poverty Society membership. Two years after
the creation of the Society, Corrigan declared
membership in it a mortal sin.>® Despite this

condemnation, Moore and many other
women members continued to participate in
the organization in many capacities including
fundraising for the United Labor Party (ULP).
The participation of Catholic women in poli-
tics generated significant conflict within the
Church, and the women faced censure for
their activities. However, Moore and many of
the other female members continued to partic-
ipate in the Anti-Poverty Society regardless.
Moore’s willingness to risk disciplinary action
from the Catholic Church for being a member
shows just how important she felt this organi-
zation was—not her lack of spirituality. Her
Catholic faith was incredibly ingrained in her
identity which was revealed in her writings
well as her speeches.>

CAMPAIGNING FOR HENRY GEORGE
Anti-Poverty women, as previously stated, fun-
draised and campaigned for Henry George
during his 1887 campaign. Moore was among
these radical women campaigners, and thor-
oughly documented her experience in an arti-
cle for the Woman’s Journal titled “My
Experiences in a New York Campaign.”™’
Moore’s account of the campaign is less about
Henry George, his ideology, or even why she
supported him, and more about what it was
like to be involved in a political campaign.
Much of her language in the article centered
on morality and purity of women as a justifica-
tion for suffrage and women standing on the
political stage. In addition to using morality
and purity as a means of justification, Moore
also challenged men to essentially take a page
out of the women’s book. Moore states:
Women who demand suffrage on
equal terms as men are constantly told
that the drunkenness, profanity, and
general indecency which surround poll-
ing places render it impossible that any
woman could cast the ballot and retain
her dignity and self-respect. In reply we
retort that it is the duty of all men
interested in their countrys weal to
purify the polling places and render
them fit to be entered by the mothers
and wives of the nation.>®

NEW YoRK TR1sH H1STORY PAGE 47

Vol. 32, 2018



PAGE 48 NEW YoRK TR1sH H15STORY

In addition to Moore’s challenge to the
men to fix the corruption of the polling places
for the good of the nation (i.e., the “mothers
and wives of the nation”), she also stated that
she was able to navigate through this political
corruption and bribery. She stated “...through
it I have fought side by side with the men of
the party to which I belong.”® She shared a
sense of comradery with her fellow campaign-
ers that was not affected by her sex. Moore
expressly mentioned that she was treated with
great respect while campaigning by everyone,
including audiences comprised solely of men,
which made her feel as comfortable as if she
was “speaking in a parlor meeting of woman
suffragists.”

Moore’s physical role in the campaign
consisted of canvassing, giving speeches,
and even entering polling booths to watch
the process. She states that she travelled to
every corner of the city canvassing as well as
giving three speeches a day while standing
on top of a bench in the open air. Despite
her heavy involvement (she explicitly points
out she was just involved as any man), she
states that the one thing she was not
allowed to do was cast a ballot in her own
name. Moore’s participation in George’s
campaign, as she stated in her account, gave
her the opportunity to show the public that
women were just as interested in the coun-
try’s politics as men, thus furthering the suf-
frage cause. Moore concluded her article by
stating, based on her experiences, that the
public was beginning to understand that
the fate women’s suffrage depends on the
“...purification of our governments of city,
State, and nation.”®®

WORKING FOR THE IRISH REPUBLIC
Moore’s public appearances significantly
diminished after 1900 aside from two
important years: 1914 and 1916.* The
inaugural meeting of Cumann na mBan was
described earlier, but 1916 was an impor-
tant year for Moore in a few ways. In 1916,
Mary Jane O’Donovan Rossa, a link to her
school years and Ireland, passed away. It is

unclear as to how their relationship evolved
through adulthood because of the lack of
surviving archival materials, but Moore’s
statements about Mary Jane after her death
leads one to believe that they remained
friends. After O’Donovan Rossa died in
1916, Marguerite gave an emotional eulogy
at a memorial in New York.®? Much like
other Irish Republican funerals, including
that of her husband Jeremiah, Mary Jane’s
funeral in the United States was intended to
not only pay respect to the older generation
of Irish nationalists but also to rally Irish-
Americans behind the Irish nationalist
cause. Some of the most famous Irish-
American nationalists were Mary Jane’s pall-
bearers—]John Devoy and Robert Ford,
Patrick Ford’s son, for example. Aside from
detailing Mary Jane as an exceptional pupil
with exceptional literary ability, devout
mother and wife, and an “unswerving
Christian woman,” Moore emphasized
Mary Jane’s devotion to Ireland:

Heaven could have done without
her for a little while longer, but she is
sorely needed here below in this great
crisis of Ireland’s history, when, bound
and fettered, crushed but her spirit
unbroken, our loved motherland is suf-
fering as never before throughout the
years of her thralldom. Mrs. O’Donovan
Rossa’s well-known love for Ireland, her
strength for the guidance and inspira-
tion of those now pressing on in the

battle for liberty.

Despite the loss of her guidance,
Moore stated that Mary Jane would still be
fighting for Ireland in heaven to “hasten
the day of Ireland’s deliverance.”® Outside
of paying her respects to her departed
friend, the core of Moore’s message was
that even in death the work of an Irish
republican is never over.

It is unclear as to whether Moore was
asked to give this eulogy as a strategic move
because of her speaking abilities or simply
because of her childhood connection to Mary
Jane. But a key element of Moore’s speech was
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