


Henry Street or at the upper end of the
Seventh Ward along Cherry Street. The
neighborhood took on its distinctive Cork
character beginning in about 1837 when
ocean vessels of the Black Ball Line tied up
directly on the nearby East River piers. The
popular theater impresario of the nineteenth
century, Ned Harrigan of Harrigan and
Hart, popularized the neighborhood in the
public imagination in scores of musicals and
popular songs.* In 1891, the New York Sun
observed:

Youve been to Harrigan’s Theatre
sometime, if you've never been to Cork
row. Well, Ned Harrigan was born in
Cork row, his Irishmen are Cork row
Irishmen, and the larger part of his
people are from that vicinity. If you
doubt it go up to Cork row of an eve-
ning, or a Sunday, and see if Harrigan
has not duplicated the Driscolls, the
OConnors, and the Sullivans that go to
make up the population.*

Cork Row was described by the 1890s as
proud and rich, contented and happy,
enjoying a prosperity one writer attributed to
the habit of collecting second-hand items from
many of the area’s population for resale. It was
a very tight neighborhood, especially in the
political sense, and it was said never to divide
its vote. It had only two polling places, within
a block of one another, and it was said all six-
or seven-hundred votes in the Row were
always cast and for the same candidates. Ned
Harrigan recalled being brought up in Cherry
Street, “where Gaelic was the prevailing lan-
guage.” The area remained very traditional
and was, perhaps, unified by the use of Irish:
Cork Row speaks the Gaelic in its
common, every-day intercourse.
English, however, is the least it can do
when it deals in junk. Of a morning,
when one resident meets another resi-
dent, the first, pulling his short-
stemmed pipe from his mouth, says:
“Conus ta tu.” “Go maith, " replies the
other after removing his pipe from his
lips.

In 1907 Limerickman, Bartly Cronin,
recalled sailing from Ireland and stepping
off his ship onto a pier at Montgomery
Street fifty years before. He walked one
block to Cherry Street into a neighborhood
“where it was Irish tongues he heard and
Irish hands he grasped.” He would not stray
from Cherry Street for half a century until
he was finally carried over for burial to
Calvary Cemetery in Queens. Before his
death he spoke of the day of his arrival in
the late 1840s:

Most of them who came around that
night made him feel pretty much at
home. They were all “far ups [from
Munster].” There were so many of
them that they could keep the pride of
province and county, and stand up for
it, when natives of other Irish counties
took to “blowing too much.” If one
looked behind him then in Cherry
street, he could spor a Kerryman, bur
the Corkies were so thick that they gave
their name to the block between
Montgomery and Gouverneur streets.
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Ned Harrigan was born
in Manhattans Cork
Row in October, 1844.
With his partner, Tony
Hart, he performed
comedy and musical
sketches based on
characters from city
streets, before moving on
to larger musical
productions and shows.
Courtesy of Library of
Congress.
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Hlustration:
Map shows Irish
county colonies in
Manbhattan during the
1800s and early
1900s. Combined
with strong county-
based affiliations, such
concentrations of
voters in these areas
became significant
sources of political
power and
competition. Courtesy
of John T. Ridge.
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It was said in 1904 that the city’s Cork
population was “the most homogenous of
any county.” The only sizeable group of out-
siders at its excursion were from neighboring
Kerry, and then, “mainly along the borders
from East Kerry and West Cork...where kin-
ship and intermarrying bring the people into
a close relationship. The Kerry brogue differs
somewhat from the Cork brogue, and this
apparent difference holds good where only a
glotane or small stream separates the neigh-
bors in Cork and Kerry.”

Loyalty to the neighborhood was cher-
ished. In 1891 when Norah Hoolihan of
Cork Row began to court Michael Barry, the
son of a family that had moved from the
neighborhood, the entire Hoolihan family
stood firmly against a marriage. One morn-
ing, Norah left Cork row to do some shop-
ping and when she returned she announced
that she was the wife of Michael Barry. The
neighborhood judged the event a “very wick-
ed thing” and agreed that the couple would

have no luck for defying their old customs.®

Rosemary Ardolina’s book, Old Calvary
Cemetery: New Yorkers Carved in Stone, gives
us some interesting data about population size
and Irish county origins for the time. Of the
6,376 Old Calvary interments (almost entire-
ly from Manhattan) that indicate county ori-
gin for the period between 1848 and 1930,
those from Cork numbered 870 or 13.6%.
Neighboring County Limerick was second at
about 6%, with the remaining Munster coun-
ties bringing the percentage from that prov-
ince alone to 34% of the total Irish. The three
other provinces were less represented: 28%
from Leinster, 22% from Ulster and about
16% from Connacht. Emigrant Savings Bank
depositors from Cork for roughly the same
period are 7,382 of 55, 254 Ireland entries, or
13.4%, a remarkably similar percentage to
that for Calvary Cemetery Cork interments.
Again, the Emigrant records match the
Calvary records almost perfectly at 32.4% for
all of Munster. Cork and the rest of Munster,
therefore, represented about a third of
New Yorks Irish population for the period
between 1848 and 1930.°
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NEW YORK'S KERRY COLONY

Kerry immigrants predominated in two
southern wards of New York, the First and
the Fourth, along the East River, where
many people worked on the waterfront.
Cork was directly north of them in the
Seventh Ward. Geographically, the two colo-
nies resembled the position of Kerry and
Cork in the old country. In 1896, the writer
of an article published in Hibernian
Magazine observed:

Nearly everyone who knows any-
thing about the City of New York is
aware that the Fourth ward, and par-
ticularly that portion of it close to the
East river front, is a favorable spot for
Kerry men and their descendants.
Some of the most prominent Fourth
warders of the older generation were
born in Kerry; some of the newest
arrivals in the Fourth ward, which is
being gradually Italianized, are Kerry

men, t00.*°

In the western end of the Fourth Ward,
along Frankfort Street and vicinity (imme-
diately south of the Brooklyn Bridge today),
was a strong Donegal colony which was
composed of leather workers who lived and
worked in the district. But just west across
Chatham Street in the lower part of the
neighboring Sixth ward was another Kerry
neighborhood in Mulberry and Baxter
Streets. The Kerry settlement was blocked
for a time from a northward expansion at
Baxter Street, near Leonard Street, at a place
called “Bottle Alley.” According to the
Herald-Tribune in 1877, the “alley and the
vicinity of Bottle Alley was first peopled by
Irishmen from Sligo. But the men of Sligo
were driven out by settlers from Kerry. The
Kerry men in turn were ousted by the
Italians who are now the only residents of
the alley.”** An amalgam of Irish counties,
Kerry, Sligo, Tyrone, Longford, and
Tipperary predominated in the Sixth and in
the Fourteenth Ward, its northern neighbor,
which was centered on the old St. Patrick’s

Cathedral.
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The East River wards, in general, how-
ever, teamed with Munster immigrants and
their children. Mary Bresnahan, a Kerry
immigrant, arrived in the 1840s with her
husband and eight children, and remained
the rest of her life steps from where she had
landed. When she passed away, aged 101,
in 1894, she left behind 104 descendants,
including 40 grandchildren and 37 great
grandchildren. Honora Cronin, in 1882 a
90 year-old from Kerry, and a resident of
James Street near the church of the same
name, was famous for her quaint sayings,
stories, and “endless entertainment.” Right
at home in her neighborhood and sur-
rounded by friends and family, it was
reported that she “has not bothered herself
with learning English, she has command of
Irish, however, and rattles off her Celtic
with great volubility.”*?

Kerry Row was located on Cherry Street
near Catherine Street. Kerry Hill, an alternate
for the original name of Cherry Hill, was along
a section of Cherry Street which has now dis-
appeared with the construction of the Alfred
E. Smith Houses just north of the Brooklyn
Bridge approach.®

A symbol for the Kerry presence in the
Fourth Ward was Dan Murphy, who had come
to this country in the 1830s to escape a British
writ of treason. He lived in the Cherry Hill, or
Kerry Hill, district in his house known as
“Kerry Castle,” at the junction of Pearl,
Chambers, and Madison Streets. Prospering as
a grocer and from shrewd investment in real
estate, he earned the gratitude and love of
thousands of his poor neighbors by numberless
acts of charity, not only as a kindly landlord,
but a faithful friend. Years before his death in
1891, he built a monument for himself in old
Calvary Cemetery upon which is cut, and still
to be seen today, the inscription: “To Outlast
the British Monarchy.”*

IRISH COUNTIES AND NEW YORK POLITICS
It was quickly discovered that in areas of the
city where a particular county colony was
numerous, alliances based on their common
origin could be a useful tool at election
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William R. Grace, the first Irish-
born Mayor of the City of New York,
elected in 1880, is a native of Cork, and
some of his closest political associates,
when in active politics in this city were
natives of the same county. Ex-Judge
Power, his first lieutenant in the anti-
snap organization while it lasted, is a
native of Cork, and he was one of the
[ferst to organize Cork men into a politi-
cal phalanx, which he did several years
ago, having at his back a political orga-
nization of Cork men exclusively. The
district from which he hailed gave, until
reapportioned last year, employment to a
very large number of workmen in the
gas houses of the vicinity, and so gave ro
the Sixteenth district the name of the
“Gas-house district.”

A considerable number of the less
intelligent, or less fortunate Cork men
[from the interior towns of that county
in Ireland, are gas-house workers here,
and every district of the city which has a
gas-house contingent has, necessarily, a
considerable number of Cork men.
Richard Croker, though the most con-
spicuous native of the County Cork in
New York City politics, has always kept
aloof from the complications of Irish
county politics, and has displayed lirtle
of the clannishness which characterizes
most Cork men when they are in, or get
in, positions of great influence or
authority.*’

THE ST. PATRICK’S MUTUAL ALLIANCE

The organization which served Richard
Connolly to muster the Cork and Munster
vote in the city was founded in 1869 and was
called the St. Patrick’s Protective Mutual
Alliance and Benevolent Association, later
shortened to the St. Patrick’s Mutual
Alliance. The founder and first president was
Jeremiah H. Creed, a Macroom native,
liquor store owner, officer of the Fenian
Brotherhood, and friend of Connolly’s.
Creed was defeated for local office in 1866,
but Connolly, while Controller in 1867,

appointed him as Clerk of the Catherine
Street Market. Soon after Creed’s death in

May 1870, he was succeeded by James J.
Traynor, later a political appointee in the
Surrogate Court, long-time Democratic
leader, and close friend and political confi-
dant of John D. Crimmins, the prominent
New York contractor and builder whose par-
ents were natives of Cork City. **

While the St. Patrick’s Mutual Alliance
was initially predominantly a Cork organi-
zation, there were some members from
other parts of Munster. A tally of death
notices for members announced in the vari-
ous New York papers indicates that the vast
majority of members were born in Cork,
but occasionally other Munster counties
were mentioned. At the Alliance picnic in
1870 the brother of Thomas Murphy,
Republican leader of the Seventh Ward but
an ally of the Tweed ring, announced that
he had personally counted 157 other
Murphys (a common name in Cork and
Munster) in attendance.

In July, 1871 an answer appeared in the
Irish Citizen, a New York Irish weekly edited by
the Irish patriot John Mitchel, to a question
about the membership policy of the St. Patrick’s
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William R. Grace was
raised in Co.Cork, as
were many of his close
political associates. In
1880, he became the
[first Irish-born mayor
of New York City.
Courtesy of Library of
Congress.
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lished in the Thirteenth ward, north
of the Hook, for more than a genera-
tion. There has been little new immi-
gration from Tyrone. Many of the old
charcoal dealers of the Thirteenth
ward colony have retired from the
business and the work of the new East
River Bridge has completed the extinc-
tion of this characteristic feature of a
New York ward.

As quickly as Irish county colonies had come
to New York, their end came swiftly and com-
pletely in the lower wards of the city. The
New York Times published an epitaph on what
had been almost one hundred years of Irish
neighborhoods in 1910:
New York has the largest metropoli-
tan Irish population in the world, but
this nationality cannot be said to have a
colony. A few of the old families live on
Cherry and Water Streets and the
neighborhood of Corlears Hook Park,
but with the passing of the old families
they will doubtless become extinct in the
lower east side.*

[New York’s other county colonies will be fea-
tured in Part IT of this article.]
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