Hlustration:
Joseph Murphys
The Kerry Gow
was a staple of the
American stage
for over thirty
years. Courtesy of
John T Ridge.

New York and County Kerry,

1851-1930

RY JOHN T« R1DGE

n November 1789 a comedy in two
acts called The Prisoner at Large, or, The
Humours of Killarney was presented at a

theatre in New York. Direct from the London
stage, it proved a big hit

Rbine entertained audiences with earnest but
usually fanciful depictions of Irish life.
A long lasting play, a staple of the late
nineteenth-century stage, that was set in Kerry
and made its debut

and was performed reg-
ularly in New York and
other American cities for
at least the next thirty
years (New York Daily
Gazette, November 26,
1789). The play marked
the start of an American

love affair with Killarney
and County Kerry that
surfaced again and again
on the American stage
from the nineteenth
century to the early
twentieth century. Plays
set in Killarney or Kerry,
like The Colleen Bawn,
were often performed
for audiences across

the United States, and

the name of Kerry or

STAR THEATRE,

JOSEPH MURPHY,

Supported by
His Own Company in the Greatest of for Murphy in the
all Irish Dramas, 1
THE

KERRY GOW

Piayed by him with unparelleled success in all
the principal cities and leading
theatres of America,

“A Comedy-Drama Without an Equal,”
Pregenting not only Realistic
Pictures of
Life and Love in the Emerald Isle,

in June, 1876 was

NEW YORK. Kerry Gow, with

Week f:;?s?::sd‘%id ¥g?l%aséh t_I:‘eb. 3. ]oseph Murphy n
Special Engagement of the lead role as an
e . afe Irish blacksmith
'aﬂ"m |r|sb(°mdlao (“gow” is a form of
@ d@.stpn @ the Irish word for
MU RPHY blacksmith). The
o “powerfully writ-

ten” four-act drama
bristled with wit
and made a fortune

next thirty years as
he repeatedly took it
from coast to coast
on tour. In 1912 7The
Kerry Gow was made

into a silent movie,

one of the earli-
est to be filmed in
County Kerry (June

1 But an every-day tale in Every Land.
not a few p lays carried 25¢., bOc. an};l 53:: for reserved seats.
Reserved Seats to be secured at Box Office,

Killarney in its title.
Dion Boucicualt’s
drama Kerry, Kate Kearney's The Lakes of
Killarney or the Brides of Glengarriff, and Kate
Emmett’s music-filled Killarney were popular
with audiences of all ethnic backgrounds and
were taken on tour to the most remote part of
the continent. For a time it seemed almost fash-
ionable to have a play with reference to Kerry
or Killarney, and a variety of plays like Rose of
Killarney, My Killarney Rose, Lily of Killarney, A
Romance of Killarney, Four Killarney Girls, The
Singing Girl from Killarney, and Killarney and the

7, 1876, Commericial
Advertiser, New York).
Outside of Dublin, Cork, and perhaps Galway,
no other county name became as familiar as
Kerry did with the American public. Kerry as
subject matter for the American stage was cer-
tainly reinforced by its famed natural beauty.
Wonders such as the “Ring of Kerry” were a
“must-see” for many American travelers doing
the grand tour of Europe. Whereas many Irish
towns and counties were only reported in a
matter of fact manner, all too often describ-

ing poverty or political turmoil, Kerry enjoyed
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ings places were relatively few in number and
knowledge of just where to go to meet other
immigrants from the same county was known
only by word of mouth. But a more organized
means to regularly bring together Kerry immi-
grants was needed.

The inspiration to found the Kerrymen’s
Association in 1881 came after a number of
letters appeared in the Irish-American weeklies
urging Kerrymen to form an association. The
formal appeal, signed by eleven Kerry-born
immigrants who represented a variety of places
in the county, was dated March 25, 1881. It
invited all Kerrymen in New York and Brooklyn
to a meeting at Academy Hall, 307 Third
Avenue in Manhattan. While in later years,
sketches of the Kerrymens’ organizational histo-
ry refer to the sudden death of a Kerryman des-
tined for a pauper’s grave, the March 25th call
makes reference to “rapacious tyrants” in Ireland,
the landlords, and the need to help the people at
home. It further called for help from Kerrymen
in New York who were “willing and ready to
assist them to the best of your ability, both
financially and physically, in their efforts against
landlordism or any other ism” (Zrish Advocate,
June 4, 1908; Irish American, April 2, 1881). As
a result of the Academy Hall meeting, however,
the formal objects of the society included not
just an obligation to help the people of Kerry
at home, but “to afford assistance in deserving
cases to such Kerrymen and their families in
New York as may need temporary assistance”
(Irish American, April 9, 1881).

Although county societies had been
founded as early as the late 1840s in New York,
the early societies were not firmly organized.
The New York Irish weeklies referred to the
Kerrymen in the 1890s sometimes as “the first
Irish County Association organized in the
city” (Irish World, April 18, 1891). This state-
ment, however, is not true as there were several
county societies with long pedigrees that seem
to have been more or less continuous from
the mid-nineteenth century, but all of them
seemed to suffer from periods of inactivity that
made them appear at times all but dead. Even
the Kerrymen had an earlier organization. At
a Kerrymen’s picnic in 1887 the decorations

included “the old banner of the organization
which bears the date 1851” (/rish World, June
25, 1887). The Kerry Association of 1881
brought such enthusiasm to the idea of the
county societies that it became the organizer of
just about all the other county societies orga-
nized or re-organized in the 1880s and might
be accurately described as the rejuvenator of
the county society idea.

The choosing of the name “Kerrymen’s
Patriotic and Benevolent Society” came only after
discussion at the organizing meeting in March,
1881. It was, in fact, initially proposed that the
name of the new society be called “The Nun of
Kenmare’s Mutual Aid Association.” A commit-
tee, chaired by John C. Hennessey, a Kerry-born
editor at the New York Times, rejected this pro-
posed name and selected the name the society
still bears today."

Kenmare still seems to have played a big
role in the early years of the New York Kerry
community. The Kenmare Benevolent Society
was the only society of Kerry origin active
in the city in the 1870s and 1880s. Death
announcements for the wakes or funeral
services of members appeared from time to
time in the “mortuary” column of the New
York Herald. Like all Irish benevolent societ-
ies at the time, a death benefit was paid to the
widow of the deceased. A delegation from the
Kenmare Association attended the Kerrymen’s
Annual Ball in 1887, still the only Kerry town
society mentioned in the period before the
wave of organizing Irish town and local soci-
eties began in earnest in the late 1890s. The
original Kenmare society faded away sometime
after 1887, and a new group was not formed
until 1906 (Zrish World, February 26, 1887).
In 1890 the Kerrymen’s 2. & B. Society paid
benefits in the event of a death of a Kenmare
society member to the amount of $75 for
interment and $50 to the widow (/rish World,
January 25, 1890).

Michael D. Rohan, a native of Tralee, was
elected temporary president at the inaugural
meeting of the Kerrymen’s P. & B. Society. He
was sometimes referred to as “the father of the
organization,” but it was John P. Sheehan who
became the group’s first regularly elected presi-
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he still felt that home and home recollections
brought him more and more near to home when
amongst those who hunted over the same heath-
er” (Irish World, January 9, 1886).

Few Irish organizations have been as
blessed with the almost immediate success
of the Kerrymen’s Patriotic and Benevolent
Society. One indicator of this success was the
Kerrymen’s Games, sometimes referred to as
the “Kerrymen’s Picnic,” which became an
annual summer event initially held at Jones’
Wood on the East Side of Manhattan. The
first Games, held in August, 1881, featured
athletic events like standing jumps, a two-mile
walking match, a three-legged race, a go-as-
you-please race, a hop-step-and-hop race, a
sack race, a one-hundred yard run, a half-hour
flat race, special races for boys, and a game of
Gaelic football. Outside of a few gold medals,
the awards were very practical prizes were like
clocks, extension tables, and chairs that were
donated by Daniel Shea’s Furniture Company
(whose owner was a member and sometimes
officer). At the following year’s Games more
“handsome and useful household articles”
were featured prizes. Success of the Kerrymen’s
Games astounded even the most optimistic
observers. It was said that “few could believe
a handful of gentlemen who met at Academy
Hall on the last Sunday of March last could
as rapidly recruit their numbers as to achieve
the success they had on Tuesday, but it goes
to prove that the Irish people, when properly
handled, can be made to unite for any
given purpose” (Irish American, August 13,
1881). Music for the first Games and for sub-
sequent “picnics” was furnished by the 69th
Regiment Band.

The 1887 “picnic” combined both sport
and patriotism. After about a dozen Irish police
officers (Royal Irish Constabulary) had resigned
from their positions and come to New York
rather than participate in evictions of Irish tenant
farmers, the Kerrymen organized a tug-of-war
between them and a team of Kerrymen mem-
bers. The winning team received a cash prize of
$100. In 1891 the annual picnic moved to Lion
Park, 104 Street and Eighth Avenue, before set-

tling in at Sulzer's Harlem River Park just above
127th Street.

Professional runners began to be a feature
of the Kerrymen’s Games by 1890 (New York
Herald, July 29, 1890). So good was the tal-
ent appearing at the annual games that the
New York Herald said in 1892 that it was the
occasion for “the best professional footrace
witnessed in this city in years” (New York
Herald, July 26 1892) .The Jersey Journal in
1898 stated “the annual athletic games of the
Kerry Association has drawn the best lot of
entries of any outdoor games given so far this
year” (Jersey Journal, August 3, 1898). Most of
the champion athletes of the metropolitan area
never missed a chance to compete in the Kerry
games. Prizes for the games were so attractive
that they were displayed at Young’s Department
Store at Broadway and Houston Street preced-
ing the event.

In the 1920s when a Manhattan picnic
ground was no longer available, the Kerrymen’s
Games became an indoor festival held at an
indoor Manhattan hall.

The annual ball of the Kerrymen’s Patriotic
and Benevolent Society also got off to a good
start. By 1887 the organizers were complain-
ing that Tammany Hall had been too small for
the huge numbers that attended the ball. The
grand march of the society, an intricate parade
of couples performing various carefully orches-
trated maneuvers, included a K. P. B. A.” letter
formation of marchers to the cheers of crowds
in the galleries and boxes. Annual balls did
not end until the final dance number (“Home
Sweet Home”) was performed at six o’clock in
the morning (/rish World, February 26, 1887).

In addition to the New York organization,
there were Kerry societies in the late 1890s
in Brooklyn, Yonkers, San Francisco, Boston,
Philadelphia, and Chicago. Most of these Kerry
societies flourished at one time or other, but
they were ultimately not continuous as was the
society in New York. The Brooklyn Kerrymen
were organized in 1891in a wave of Irish-
county society formation in that formerly inde-
pendent city—but the society faded after the
emergence of greater New York City in 1898.
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arrived yesterday brought three more. The
total number of assisted immigrants on the
Furnessia, which stopped for them at Tralee
Bay, was 128, and on the Anchoria, 19.
Nearly all these families came from County
Kerry. They did not look as good as the
immigrants who had paid their own pas-
sages, but they had no appearance of being
paupers. Some of the families were quite
large. The people were well supplied with
baggage and were comfortably clad. None
of the men were apparently too old to work.
The heads of some families were widows,
but they seemed able to care for themselves.
The head of each family made an affidavit
in which among other things, it was stated
that he or she had never been in the work-
house. From £2 to £8 10s. had been given
to each family by the Poor Law Guardians
to each family in addition to their passage
tickets. Those whose friend lived some dis-
tance from New York had railroad tickets
to their destinations. All claimed to have
[riends that were living in this country and
exhibited letters in which they were urged
to come to America (New York Times, July
31, 1883).

The early years of the New York Kerrymen’s
organization reflects the geographic history of
Kerry settlements in the city. The organiza-
tion thrived on the Lower East Side in and
near the old Fourth Ward, an area once so full
of people from that county that it was known
as the “Kerry Ward.” The first meeting place
was Pythagoras Hall on Canal Street at the
point where the Manhattan Bridge now enters
Manhattan. The lower East Side to the northeast
of City Hall was the district where O’'Donovan
Rossa, the West Cork-born Irish nationalist,
ran for political office in the 1870s. Much of
his campaign was directed towards the Kerry
and Cork residents of the streets near the East
River and, as if he were something approaching
their clan chieftain, he used the Irish language
to cement the bond with the large population of
southwest Munster origin.

Jobs kept many of the Kerry people in the
downtown area. Kerrymen dominated much
of the downtown printing trades, particularly
the newspapers, and it was probably no acci-
dent that John C. Hennessy of the New York
Times, one of the founders of the Kerrymen
in 1881 and its president in 1884, would have
had some influence in that trade. The paper
handlers union, a powerful organization at
the turn of the century, was usually officially
represented at Kerry social functions in the
first decades of the twentieth century. Events
of the paper handlers, such as their own annual
picnic in 1908, commonly featured a Gaelic
football match headlining the Kerry team.?
Lists of officers for this union at the time were
dominated by surnames associated with Kerry
(Irish American, March 25, 1881 and New York
Times, December 16, 1903).

Although eviction had brought many emi-
grants from Kerry to New York, it apparently
did not slow them down on their rise up the
economic ladder. In the annals of downtown
Manhattan’s Emigrant Savings Bank (known
widely at one time as the “Irish bank”) from
the mid- to late-nineteenth century, there
are 4,789 references to County Kerry in the
records of depositors. This number is second
only to Cork (7,382) and ahead of Limerick
(3,353), Galway (3,246), Tyrone (2,205) and
all the remaining counties of Ireland. Kerry’s
share of the depositors is about nine percent of
the total population (Ancestry.com; New York
Emigrant Savings Bank Records, 1850-1883,
Index, Transfer, Signature, and Test Books,
Deposit-Account Ledger).

Immigrant arrivals from Ireland at
the Battery’s Castle Garden in downtown
Manhattan for the year 1882 also present
interesting statistics. There were vast differenc-
es among the various Irish counties regarding
percentages of arrivals from each county who
stayed in New York City as opposed to those
who were heading to other locations. A small
county like Longford had almost seventy per-
cent of the immigrants staying in the city, but
of a sample of 2,100 Kerry immigrants landing
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in 1882 indicates that only thirty-three percent
declared New York City as a final destination.
There were a few favorite destinations for the
remaining Kerry immigrants: Massachusetts
got twenty-one percent, Connecticut eleven
percent, Illinois nine percent, Pennsylvania five
percent, Ohio three percent, with the remain-
der were scattered over the United States (/rish
Nation, 1882).%

According to the sixth annual report of the
Home for Irish Immigrant Girls, 3,783 immi-
grant girls were received at the Home during
1890, with 397 or 10.6 percent coming from
Kerry. The county furnished the second larg-
est number of immigrant women received by
the Home of all the Irish counties for that year
and was only surpassed by Cork with 476 (/rish
World, March 4, 1891). Two years later immi-
grant girls from Kerry numbered 345 (8.7%)
out of a total of 3,983 Irish girls received at the
Home in 1892. Kerry was again second in num-
ber only to Cork, which sent 399 women (/rish
World, October 21, 1893).

Partial records exist for Irish immigrant arriv-
als for both New York and Boston in this period,
and they indicate the number of New York Irish
immigrant arrivals vastly outnumbered those for
Boston, a much smaller port. While the number
of Irish immigrants identifying their county of
origin is only a random sample rather than an
absolute number, the ratio between New York
and Boston for any given county would still tell
us which port was most popular for each Irish
county. What these numbers do show is that the
ratio of landing Irish immigrants for New York
to Boston is more than ten to one for counties
like Donegal and Tyrone—but when it comes to
Kerry immigrants the number arriving in Boston
slightly exceeded the number arriving in New York
(Boston at 6,118, New York at 5,377). While these
figures are not the actual number of immigrants
that arrived in America at the two ports, it still
tells us which port was more favored for each Irish
county. Interestingly, Kerry is the only Irish county
where Boston apparently exceeds New York in
immigrants. This shows that Kerry immigration
was heavier to Boston—and New England—than
immigration for any other county.

Breaking down the arriving Kerry immi-
grants according to district origin in Kerry, we
can see a similar ratio between Boston and New
York arrivals. When immigrants from individ-
ual Kerry towns are examined in detail in the
immigration records, it appears that the ratio
of New York to Boston as an entry port was not
uniform for all of the county. In general, Kerry
north of the Slieve Mish Mountains and north
of the line from Castlegregory to Castleisland,
favored New York over Boston. All of Kerry
south of the Slieve Mish Mountains (with the
exception of the Cahirciveen and Kilgarvan
areas) favored Boston as an entry port. (These
conclusions are based on a sample of about
two-thousand Irish arrivals for the ports of
New York and Boston for selected towns in the
county.)

The flow of emigration from any given
town in Kerry or from any other place in
Ireland can be traced to the minutest detail if
the sample base is big enough. A list of some
1,143 arriving immigrants in New York (circa
1900) has been compiled for the town of
Castlegregory by researchers in Kerry. Almost
forty percent (38.6) of these immigrants listed
a New York City destination of which about
twenty-two percent headed for Brooklyn and
the remaining seventy-eight percent were
headed for Manhattan. Of the immigrants
not heading to New York City, Holyoke,
Massachusetts attracted about twenty-one
percent and about fifteen percent were headed
to other New England locations (Springfield,
Mass., Waterbury etc.). Castlegregory immi-
grants remaining in New York favored the
Westside of Manhattan from the area just
south of West 14th Street to the west 40s and
again with pockets in the west 70s and in the
vicinity of West 125th Street. Samplings taken
from the immigration records reveal
that immigrants from further out on the
Dingle peninsula were more likely to favor
Boston as a port of entry, and a large share of
them headed for Springfield, Massachusetts.
While patterns of emigration can be seen
for just about every locality in Kerry, there
are surprising differences between individual
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fering of the people of Kerry during the “Great
Hunger,” and the recurrent evictions and bit-
ter struggle over land probably heightened the
sense of uniqueness that kept them closer in
the new world. The still strong position of the
Irish language in the late 1800s, where half the
immigrants probably had a working knowl-
edge of the old tongue, made the exile com-
munity even more unique. The Zrish Advocate
commented:

It is safe to say that among the Kerry
people as among no other people is the
love of the Irish language and the Irish
dances an inheritance and not an acqui-
sition. And driven as they were into the
confines and fastness of Western Europe,
they kept and still keep alive with their
language and dance the untainted spirit
of Irish Nationality, no, not the doubr-
ful nationality of the compromise and
sycophant but the unyielding spirit of the
rebel (Irish Advocate, August 28, 1915).

The Kerrymen’s organization stood as an
outstanding example of everything that was
steadfastly and uncompromisingly Irish. Its
strong public profile made the society the tar-
get of criticism that other smaller Irish societies
escaped. In 1901 the passion of the “Gaelic
Revival” was sweeping Irish circles in New
York, and columnists like those of the rish
World’s weekly Gaelic column were starting to
single out what they considered to be the fail-
ings of New York’s Irish societies. The larger
Irish social events, as suggested earlier, com-
monly featured two halls for dancing—a main
hall where a mixture of Irish and American
popular dances were performed and a lower
hall, sometimes referred to as the “jig hall”
where traditional set and country dances were
performed. A formal program published for
these events regularly covered only dancing
in the main hall. Consequently, titles listed
in programs were drawn from songs of the
Thomas Moore genre or comic songs from the
American stage. The programs included only
a small part of what was played during the
evening because dozens of songs and dances
of ancient origin were played as well. The

Kerrymen’s dance program for its 1901 picnic
appeared to lack a true Gaelic Irish program
for someone only reading the titles of the two
dozen or so program selections.

Organizers of the Kerry picnic and the
leaders of the other Irish New York societies
knew that a certain degree of cosmopolitanism
had to be introduced at Irish social functions
because not just Irish people were present. Irish
immigrants did not live in a vacuum, and they
brought their friends and American-born rela-
tives with them, people who were not necessar-
ily familiar with ceile dancing. Some attendees
were also of non-Irish background and attended
only because they knew that Irish social events
were cheerful and lively evenings that everyone
seemed to enjoy. An accommodation, therefore,
was made to broaden the appeal of the main
hall so that almost anyone would find some-
thing to their liking. As Paul Jones, a longtime
officer of the Kerrymen’s society put it in a let-
ter to the Irish World:

No student of the course of events will
deny that the encouragement and support
of the American public—or that portion
of the American public which is friendly
to the Irish cause—is essential to the suc-
cess of any Irish movement or organization;
but that sympathy and support will nor be
secured if our attitude toward the customs
of American social life is dictated by the
narrow and illiberal spirit which permeates
the utterances of your Gaelic contributor.

Ireland needs all her friends; her
enemies, both here and on the other
side, are ever on the alert that they may
detect something that might be construed
to indicate disloyalty on our part to the
Republic; its customs and traditions;
therefore it becomes us, in our efforts to
uplift the land of our fathers, to pursue
a course which experience and prudence
would sanction. Enthusiastic Irishmen
should be careful not to give offense to
those who wish us well (Irish World,
August 31, 1901).

A scathing reply to Jones came early the fol-
lowing year in a “Gaelic Notes” column written
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painful misgivings as regards Kerrymen.
He tells us in a part of his epistle that

in response to the announcement of the upcom-

ing Kerry dance:

The desire to please somebody else,
generally ending in pleasing nobody,
amounts almost to a national faulr.
The eloquent declaimer quoted could
not mention one other people in this city
or the country who boycott their own
national speech, music and customs at
their public affairs, and some of these
other people “please the American pub-
lic” much better than the Kerrymen. The
American public” knows little, and cares
less, about the Kerrymen.

The “American public” does not go
to the Kerry hall. On the other hand,

German musical and entertainment

when the last Kerry goal was scored on
Sunday “hats (male and female)” of the
Kerry followers went flying in the air.
I have heard, Myr. Editor, of sex dis-
tinction between animals, but never
yet between hats. Will the “able” scribe
(perhaps I should say “capable”) kindly
inform us how to discern a male from a
female hat? Or are we only to conclude it
is Kerry “roughs” that wear them? (Irish
Advocate, July 5, 1913).

WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH
On receiving news of the 1916 Rising in
Dublin, the Kerrymen acted immediately.

events, that are purely German, are
largely patronized by Americans of
non-German extraction. The idea of
Americans being pleased by Irishmen
boycotting their own wealth of national
music for Bowery and coon trash is too

While many of the county societies took a cau-
tious or even condemnatory approach to the
event, there was no doubt where Kerry stood.
At a meeting called on short notice 250 mem-
bers turned up to greet with applause that the
Irish Republic had been proclaimed that day. A
donation of $1,000 to aid the revolution and an
accompanying resolution passed unanimously.

grotesque to be put forwrd by anybody
save the class who are so unintelligent

and slavish that they are ashamed to The resolution clearly expressed their views:

put an Irish dance on the programme
or to dance it anywhere else than in the
basement, reeking with smoke and filth.
(Irish World, February 2, 1902).

Resolved, That We, the Kerrymen's
Association of New York in meeting assem-
bled, sincerely endorse the Irish uprising
and wish it godspeed. (Irish Advocate,

May 13, 1916)

World War I was a disaster for New York’s
Irish societies, and for Kerry it was no differ-
ent. In a way the Kerrymen’s Patriotic and
Benevolent Society may have been harder hit

This was not the last time a columnist used
his position to attack the society. After a hard
fought football match in 1913 that saw the
Kerry team victorious, the columnist (from the
losing county) attacked the alleged behavior
of the Kerry supporters for running on to the

because of the traditionally close relationship
with the 69th Regiment (which used the Kerry
society and other Irish county organizations

as its recruiting grounds). Over one-hundred

field after the match was over. Obviously, it
was a barely concealed case of “sour grapes”
members of the society were “over there” with
the 69th Regiment in France. Several officers in
charges came from ]. M. Griffin, the chairman the 69th were former officers of the association
pro-tem of the society’s outing committee, who including Major Timothy ]. Moynihan and
skillfully and with humor defended the honor Captain J.P. Clifford. The Irish Advocate carried
of his county against charges of behaving like a long series of letters from Kerry soldiers in the
ranks of the American Army and followed them
from basic training until, for several unfortu-
nates, war injuries or death on the front ended

the fighting.

from a partisan of the defeated team that
just couldn’t manage to be fair. A reply to the

“roughs” for their enthusiastic celebration at
the point of victory. Griffin wrote:
I cannot, Mr. Editor, but think that

the gentleman in question has some
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16, 1903). Hennessy was elected president of the
Kerrymen in October 1884 (Irish World, October 18,
1884). His son, John C. Hennessy, also worked for the
New York Times beginning in 1872. He became editor
for several New York and Providence, Rhode Island
newspapers.

The Home for Irish Immigrant Girls was in a build-
ing located in the Battery District used as a reception
center for young women arriving from Ireland. It
was run by a staff headed by a priest appointed by
the Archdiocese of New York. Unescorted women or
those needing help were brought to the Home for an
overnight or a few days stay until arrangement for
their further care or employment could be arranged.
For more information, see articles on the Home by
John Ridge in New York Irish History, vols.14 and 15
(2000 and 2001).

The paper handlers” union had their own picnic and
advertised it every year in the Zrish Advocate.

Irish Nation, Immigration Arrivals for January-
December 1882, based on author’s compilation of
more than thirty-thousand Irish immigrants listed by
county of origin.

Ancestry.com. See entries for New York Passenger
Lists 1820-1957 and Boston Passenger Lists 1820-
1943. The two port records are only partial records
of Irish immigrants who arrived in each city.
Although one cannot make a hard and fast com-
parison of statistics between the two ports, it is very
suggestive that, for the numbers we do have, more
immigrants from Kerry arrived in Boston than in
New York. This is not true for the other counties,
some of which had relatively few immigrants arriv-
ing in Boston in comparison to New York. By sam-
pling the destinations of immigrants from various
Kerry towns (Listowel, Tralee, Dingle, Cahirciveen,
Killarney, Kenmare, and smaller communities sur-
rounding them), it is possible to trace a definite
pattern from individual towns and regions such as
north Kerry or south Kerry. It all seems to prove that
immigrants followed in the steps of those who went
before them.

A son of John O’Connor, Jim O’Connor, was
often in the 1980s at the newspaper’s tiny office at
38 Park Row;, coincidentally just across the street
from City Hall Park, conducting the business of his
rapidly fading publication. Because for many years
the Irish Advocate had covered the activities of Kerry
immigrants in the city so well, Jim O’Connor could
reminisce at length about the Kerry connections his

family and newspaper maintained. His father, John
O’Connor, lived in Manhattan in the East 40s near
the river (then called the “gas-house district”) in a sec-
tion which up to World War II was filled with Kerry
immigrants, hundreds of them. The O’Connors
claimed the inhabitants were close or distant rela-
tions. Whenever there was a birth, a party, a christen-
ing or a death, the newspaper columns frequently
covered the festivities at length. The gas-house district
was such a tight-knit home for his clan that John
O’Connor twice ran for a seat in the U.S. Congress
in the decade after World War I. He lost, but he did
remarkably well for an Irishman on the Republican
ticket in a district which later, when most of the

Irish had left and the upper class moved in, became
for decades a safe seat for Republicans known as the
“silk- stocking district.”

Jim O’Connor, whose nephew was the late
Hollywood actor Carroll O’Connor (famous for play-
ing the television character “Archie Bunker”), wrote
a column after World War II for the Irish Advocate
in which he liked to talk about his ancestral county
and their experiences in the city. He also had a strong
geographic sense of just where one would find Kerry
people in America. The more he talked, the more I
realized that immigrants from Kerry followed a pat-
tern of settlement that was not just accidental. Jim
explained they could be found in large numbers right
up the Connecticut River Valley in cities and towns
like Hartford, Thompsonville, Springfield, Holyoke,
Chicopee, Northampton, and in dozens of nearby
towns. Kerry people could also be found in other
Connecticut towns like New Haven, Bridgeporrt,
Waterbury and Norwich—all towns where mills and
factories in the nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ries needed vast numbers of unskilled laborers. Other
Massachusetts cities like Worcester, Boston, and the
mill towns north of the latter in the Merrimac Valley
and in nearby New Hampshire had their sizeable
contingents of Kerry immigrants as well. When the
Kerrymen’s Patriotic and Benevolent Association in
New York held their grand reunions in the city in
those days of heavy immigration, delegations would
come down by train from all the principal Kerry
settlements in New England for the rare opportunity
to see old friends once again.
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