Doctor Edward McGlynn:
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n the post-Civil War period in
New York City, the Irish were poorly paid
for their work, lived in squalid tenements,

and were despised by

the establishment of a Catholic church in

Manhattan for Afrrican-Americans. Saint Joseph's

was the first assignment of Edward McGlynn,

who picked up many of

r

the so-called natives. In
the Manhattan parish
of Saint Stephen’s, the
Irish had a champion in
their pastor, Doctor
Edward McGlynn. He
knew their ills because
he lived among them.
His parish was crowded
with Irish immigrants
because it was in
Manhattan, where their
ships docked, and if
they had no relatives
already here it was
where they lived and
tried to find employ-

ment.

Edward Mc Glynn
was born in Manhattan
on September 27, 1837,
one of the eleven chil-
dren of Peter McGlynn and Sarah McGlincy who
both were born in Donegal. Edward attended
New York City public schools until the age of thir-
teen when he sailed for Rome to study for the
priesthood at the Urban College of Propaganda
Fide, the Roman congregation that had jurisdic-
tion over the United States. Ordained on March
24, 1860, he returned to New York in September
of the same year.

During this period, Thomas Farrell, the pas-
tor of Saint Joseph’s Church in Greenwich
Village, was the most outspoken priest of liberal
ideas of his day. He became an abolitionist and, in
being for the unification of Italy, was against the
Papal States and the temporal authority of the

Pope. In his will Farrell would leave money for

) Farrell’s beliefs.!

McGlynn had a series
of brief assignments in a
number of churches
before he was assigned to
Saint Stephen’s on East
Twenty-eighth Street.
When the pastor,
Jeremiah Cummings, died
on January 4, 1866,
McGlynn was appointed
pastor. One of the first
things McGlynn did was
to establish an orphanage.
Its enrollment of boys and
girls grew from about 125
to over 500. A good por-
tion of the home’s support
came from New York
City.

One of McGlynn’s
Irish activities was hosting
a meeting at Saint Stephen’s of bishops from the

Midwest who were interested in promoting the
colonization of their dioceses by Irish immigrants.
Among those present were John Ireland of

Saint Paul, Minnesota and John L. Spaulding of
Peoria, Illinois. McGlynn endorsed their plan,
and Ireland spoke at Cooper Union, June 2,
1879, promoting the scheme. These efforts were
moderately successful, resulting in the establish-
ment of ten Minnesota communities composed
mostly of Irish immigrants.?

A SOLUTION FOR POVERTY

In 1879 Henry George published his controver-
sial book, Progress and Poverty, in which he laid
out a “Single Tax” scheme for dealing with pov-
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Dr: Edward McGlynn
became an outspoken
leader on behalf of the
poor and the landless,
which ultimately
brought him into con-
[lict with some leaders
in the Catholic Church.
His first assignment as a
priest was with Father
Thomas Farrell, pastor
of Saint Joseph’ in
Greenwich Village,
where he may have been
influenced. He soon
began to provide strong
support for the changes
offered by Henry George
and Michael Davitt.
His last assignment, fol-
lowing reinstatement as
a priest, was as pastor of
Saint Marys in
Newburg, New York.
Courtesy of Alfred

Lsacsson.
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