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A king, a pope — both of these are anti-
American. The American idea demands
independent thinking in both state and
church. Let us see that we make public
sentiment so true and so American that
every foreign thing, man, school, institu-
tion, church shall be absorbed and assimi-

lower Manhattan, claimed to work closely with
the Orange Order. McNamara seems to have
detected a political change, perhaps just wishful
thinking, in the monarchist Orangemen. Father
McNamara informed his congregation that
...he was authorized by the heads of
Orange lodges in the United States, and

by the representatives of the Young Britons
of Canada, to say that they fully sympa-
thize with the efforts now making to pro-
duce harmony and a fraternal spirit
among all classes of Irishmen. The Young
Britons declare they are not alone respon-

lated by republican principles and
purposes or else shall be openly and
unequivocally rejected as un-American
and akin to treason.’

Revisionist thinking was not always tolerat-

sible for the recent riots in Toronto, and
the Orangemen say, according to Father
McNamara, that, as soon as they can be
assured their Catholic fellow-countrymen

ed. One local minister, addressing an Orange pic-
nic at Brooklyn’s Ridgewood Grove, surprised his
listeners with some startling observations, accord-

ing to a report in the Brooklyn Eagle:

have lost the will to cut their throats in
obedience to commands from Italian spir-
itual masters, they will join in the effort to
relieve their country from the dominion of
Great Britain, proving as good fenians as
any now in existence.®

Another former Catholic working with the

Orangemen, Reverend E. H. Walsh, an ex-
Trappist monk and pastor of the Reformed

Among the speakers was the Rev.
Madison C. Peters of the Bloomingdale
Reformed church and the liberality of his
expressions when referring to the Catholic
Church greatly surprised his hearers, one
of whose principal tenets is opposition to
Catholicism. “I believe we shall soon have
an American Catholic church,” said he,
‘and I thank God for it. Though there are
bigots among the Catholics, Protestants are

Catholic Church on Brooklyn’s Cumberland not free from bigotry, but they should be Tlustration:
Avenue, witnessed a similar transformation. In able to learn the lesson of organization Detail from an
1893 at the Lafayette Presbyterian Church in that the Catholic Church teaches, for in it [?"m‘_ge Onder mem-
. ; . . . enhip application
Brooklyn, a favorite gathering place for the has lain the success of that faith in from the 18905
Orange Order, Walsh delivered prayers during America and if the Protestants expect to includes both quali-
the annual Washington’s birthday observance. keep pace with the growth of population {;{f“”";’f and
The Reverend David Gregg then followed Walsh in New York and not retrograde as they are C’;?;Zﬁ}tjzgzz
and preached a sermon that presented a new now doing they will have to take a leaf Ridge.

[from the Catholic Church. e

republican form of Orangism:

DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP.

No person who is, or has ever been, a Roman Catholic, or who shall

educate, or cause to be educated, his children or any children in his charge,
in any Roman Catholic school, convent, nunnery or monastery, shall ever
be admitted to membership in the Orange Order. And no person who is
engaged in the wholesale or retail sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, or
who is an habitual drﬁukard. gambler, or shall follow any questionable
occupation for a living, shall be eligible for membership.
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Protestants had strong nationalist convictions
and even among those that did not, only a few
seemed interested in the order. Patrick Ford,
founder and publisher of the largest Irish-
American weekly, the Zrish World, in an 1894
interview boasted of good relations between the
different religions:

Right here in New York this can be
demonstrated in the Irish Brigade
Association, which, though about 95 per
cent. Catholic, almost always has a
Protestant for the chief officer. In Ireland
it is only where the Orange element exists
that there is any trouble. The great body of
Irish Protestants despise the Orangemen,
of whom the A.RA. is a worthy offspring,
as heartily as do the Catholics.”

The Orange Order faced a period of bad
publicity in the mid-1890s largely as a result of
its connection with the A.RA. (the American
Protective Association), an anti-Catholic, anti-
immigrant society. Mayor Schieran of Brooklyn,
certainly no ally of the Irish Catholics, banned
the order’s Brooklyn parade in 1894 by refusing
to allow a permit. Citing the explosive conditions
in the country because of labor agitation and
unemployment, Brooklyn officials argued that
the sectarianism of the Orangemen and their
alter ego, the A.PA., might set off a dangerous
riot. Further complicating the Orange image
were the frequent reports of Orange rioting in
Canada and the north of Ireland. A scandal then
erupted in 1896 over a court case in which a
Massachusetts Orange lodge had used whips,
beatings and brandings at initiations.™

The New York Times uncharacteristically
led the attack on the bigotry of the
A.PA./Orange combine in a series of major
articles appearing in 1894. In a Times interview
with the Reverend G. T. Lemmon of Troy
(who was to address the July 12, 1894 picnic
in New York at Brummer’s Park at 133 Street
and Second Avenue), the Methodist Episcopal
churchman and Deputy Grand Master of the
Orangemen admitted that the A.PA., which
bound its members neither to vote or do busi-
ness with a Catholic, was the brainchild of
the Orangemen and, specifically, of the Past
Supreme Grand Master of the Loyal Orange

Institution, W. J. H. Traynor:

“Because,” replied the clergyman, with
the most cheerful frankness, ‘American cit-
izens, it was found, would not join the
Orange lodges. They had prejudices
against them. They did not understand
them. It became necessary, then, in order
to give the anti-Catholic movement inau-
gurated by the Orange lodges force, to
make it a power, to make it possible to
combar the growing influence of the
Carholics in politics; it became necessary to
give it a new name, one that would enlist
the support of the mass of the American
people. So Mr. Traynor and other promot-
ers of the A.PA. hit upon the present
name, and the movement swept, as you
have seen, all over the country.” ">

THE ORDER IN LATER TIMES

It was reported that since the 1871 riot, the
Orangemen had managed to attract few to their
ranks but Canadians and north of Ireland immi-
grants. The names chosen for several local lodges
strongly suggest a north of Ireland origin for
many of the members. Although the locations
like Derry, Monaghan and Stewartstown were
chosen for lodge names, no name outside of
Ulster was used.

Although the daily newspapers frequently
recorded detailed news of the activities of indi-
vidual Orange lodges in their fraternal columns
before World War I, much of the political activi-
ties remained secret. In 1886 it was reported that
New York Orangemen were organizing support
for Ulster, but it was not until Home Rule for
Ireland became a real possibility that the order
became more outspoken. In 1912 at the picnic at
the Manhattan Casino grounds at 155th Street
and Eighth Avenue, a resolution was passed
expressing “sincere hope that the Home Rule bill
will be rejected.”

A split occurred between the Orangemen in
the city over the British government’s proposal to
settle the Irish problem by a convention in 1917.
Disunity seems to have been compounded after a
serious breach in the ranks two years earlier when
Brooklyn and Manhattan held separate July 12
parades. The Manhattan Orangemen had been

put out of the order “because of non-payment of
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dues and offences against discipline.”¢

One of the most vocal opponents of
Eamon DeValera was the Reverend David
Duncan Irvine, a Bangor-born Methodist who
had headed congregations in Brooklyn and
Queens. Irvine had been a leading orator at
Orange gatherings for several years. He had
pursued DeValera during his American visit
in 1919-1920, but was never able to get on
the same platform with him. Reverend Irvine’s
problems became more serious when he was
accused by Father Thomas A. Nummey of
Richmond Hill, Queens, of attacking the
Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus.
Some members of Irvine’s own congregation
resigned over his involvement with Irish politics.
In 1921, following allegations of improper
advances filed by several women, he was denied
citizenship papers by a judge of the New York
State Supreme Court on the grounds “his char-
acter was immoral.” 77

Faced with the deaths of many of its leading
members the order took on a less public role
in the 1920s. In 1932, 2,500 members from
around the country paraded in Bath Beach and
Bensonhurst in Brooklyn and on to a picnic at
Ulmer Park. In 1936, about five hundred mem-
bers, headed by the Ulster Flute Band, marched
in a short parade in Manhattan in the West
Fifties. The last known parade occurred in 1958,
when about a thousand members marched twen-
ty-two blocks from a national convention held
at the Hotel McAlpin on west Thirty-third Street
to the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church. One
lodge still remains to the present day in New York.

While the Orange Order succeeded in estab-
lishing itself in America and New York City in
the nineteenth century, it was not able to spark
much sectarian feeling in the ranks of the general
American population. Most Americans were not
interested in European religious grudges and even
less interested in the supposed benefits of British
rule. The Orange legacy consequently appears to
be a strange one. The order was an organization
born in Ireland, but with little or nothing Irish
about it, and an organization transplanted to
America, but with little or nothing in common
with its republican principles and traditions of
tolerance.
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