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n the middle of the nineteenth century,

Irish immigrants to New York and

beyond provided much of the labor for
the large American construction projects of the
era. The infrastructure building projects, which
provided the country with its railroads, canals,
roads, and aqueducts, were completed to a large
extent by Irish workers. The history of these
projects is filled with accounts of collective vio-
lence. Immigrant Irish workers were quick to
resort to violence in a host of situations. An
illustrative local case was the long series of riots
that occurred during the building of the railroad
and tunnel in Hudson County, New Jersey. The
area under construction, now a part of Jersey
City, was referred to as Bergen Hill. Many of
the issues and problems present at other con-
struction disorders were involved at Bergen Hill.

EARLY IRISH L ABOR EXPERIENCE

Irish immigrants in the 1800s arrived with few
industrial skills. However, they were strong and
willing workers. Without education or skills,
most were absorbed into the construction indus-
try, where over half the employees were foreign-
born and half of this number were from Ireland.

Irish immigrant laborers were exploited by

the construction industry that required their
services. While Irish immigrant laborers recruited
in gangs completed many of the large canal and
railroad systems, the work sites were in rural loca-
tions, and frequent movement was often required
as sections of the work were completed. Most
laborers lived in temporary housing without
wives, families, friends, or the spiritual consola-
tion of the clergy. Alcohol abuse, inadequate
wages, and violence were constant features in the
lives of the laborers. Other employment opportu-
nities in major cities also tended to offer back-
breaking labor at very low wages.
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Although some labor historians view work-
ers in the first half of the nineteenth century as
belonging to a distinctive working class that was
in conflict with capitalism, this position does
not seem true in the case of the unskilled
Famine immigrants.? The early Famine immi-
grants had no history of industrial activity.
English immigrants who were influenced by the
Chartist movement that had started in Britain
during the 1830s formed many of the earliest
unions in New York. The unskilled and pover-
ty-stricken Irish of the 1840s and 1850s were
usually not prepared to organize unions until
they began to gain a foothold in industry. The
rioting, drinking, and interpersonal violence of
the Irish canal and railroad laborers were not
evidence of a class struggle. Rather than devel-
oping a distinctive working-class culture, as did
other more skilled American laborers, the Irish
working-class culture initially tended to reflect
the agrarian Irish rural culture. This robust rural
culture was highlighted by alcohol, vigorous
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play, and faction fights, which continued in
their new surroundings.

Irish rural culture was marked by agricultural
violence and by faction fighting, which can in part
be explained as recreational fighting. By the early
nineteenth century, rural protests became a deep-
seated tradition in Ireland. Protestors created
secret societies that included semi-military organ-
ization, special dress, rituals, secret passwords,
codes of behavior, and rituals of intimidation
and punishment.?

In the United States in the mid-1800s, Irish
immigrants were noted for their clannishness,
which was a result of the disadvantages they had
faced in Ireland. Antagonisms turned Irish loyalties
inward and created an intense local patriotism that
centered on regionalism, religion, and family ties.*
The English traveler Frederick Marryat, in notes
taken during his trip to the United States in 1837
to 1838, commented on the Irish immigrants: “Tt
would be supposed that, having emigrated to
America and obtained the rights of citizens, they
would have amalgamated and fraternized to a cer-
tain degree with the people; but such is not the
case; they hold themselves completely apart and dis-
tinct, living with their families in the same quarter of
the city and adbering ro their own manners and cus-
toms. They are just as little pleased with the insti-
tutions of the United States as they are with the
government at home.” (italics added)

The Irish in the United States found that
they faced injustices similar to those in Ireland.
During the 1860s and 1870s, Irish laborers were
in the process of organizing a working-class sub-
culture and were on the verge of establishing
unions to represent their cause. However, many
of their tactics had roots in Irish rural culture.
Thus, the organization of coal miners in the
anthracite region of Pennsylvania used the fac-
tion-fighting and secret-society format that was
familiar to the downtrodden Irish workers.

When the coal miners were unable to achieve
satisfactory representation by the fledgling
Workingman’s Benevolent Association (WBA),
founded in 1868, they reverted to the secret-soci-
ety and faction-fight model. The Irish workers
had the Ancient Order of Hibernians in their
communities. The AOH provided an organiza-
tion for a primitive union that would be used to
formulate attacks against the mine operators. The

workers adopted the name “Molly Maguires” to
safeguard the WBA and the AOH. (The Molly
Maguires were a secret faction in Ireland that
attacked its enemies during agrarian strife.) The
Molly Maguires used a style of agrarian violence
that originated in north central Ireland between
1760 and 1850. Employing “retributive justice,”
the Irish struck back at their oppressors in rural
Ireland and in industrial America. In Ireland,
landlords, their agents, policemen, magistrates,
and other farmers were subject to assault, arson
attacks, cattle maiming, and murder. Many of
the same tactics were used in Pennsylvania
against mine owners, policemen, municipal offi-
cials, and mine superintendents. The Molly
Maguires also found that their enemies appeared
to be the same English and Protestant antagonists
who caused them so many problems in Ireland.®

Historian Charles Tilly (1969) classified col-
lective violence as primitive, reactionary, or mod-
ern.” Primitive violence is most often associated
with local people dissociated from a central
power. The violence is usually directed against
members of rival groups and includes feuds,
brawls, and religious rivalries. However, the
notion of traditional enemies can be only a pre-
text for the collective violence. Much of this vio-
lence is for “the fun of it,” or recreational, and is
often present at fairs, funerals, feasts, and other
events that bring together local antagonists. It
also serves to reinforce group solidarity. Primitive
violence is usually nonpolitical and intensely
local in objectives and motives. Recreational bat-
tling can be considered as a form of team sports in
an era before organized athletics. Membership in
the group could achieve the goals of physical activ-
ity, danger, and excitement.®

While looking for deeper meaning for
human activities, more obvious explanations may
be the most persuasive. Conley (1999) explained
faction fighting as a response to the monotony of
rural Irish life. As the legal system tended to turn
a blind eye to the activities of the Irish peasantry,
faction fighting and recreational brawling flour-
ished.® Conley would generally be in agreement
with Jack Katz, who examined the relationship
between fun, pleasure, and criminal activity. Katz
uses the term seductions of crime to describe the
situational inducements that lead to violence.

Fighting is exciting and fulfills personal needs.'
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Rural Irish peasants, without exciting recreational
outlets such as sports, used collective violence as a
socially sanctioned recreational source.

In contrast to primitive violence, reactionary
collective violence involves small groups in conflict
with representatives of the powerful.
Anticonscription, antitax, anti-land enclosure
movements, and Luddite actions are a few of the
reactionary and backward-looking forms of vio-
lence associated with people attempting to hold
onto rights that they fear are in jeopardy.
Reactionary collective violence is often directed
against the central power or the elites in society.
It is political in the broad sense in that it attempts
to influence powerful elements in society to allow
the less powerful to continue in their traditional
manner without interference. Nineteenth-centu-
ry Ireland experienced a great deal of agrarian
violence that was based on attempts to regain or
control land as a matter of rights or tradition.

Modern collective violence is usually the most
well organized and has the most obvious political
or economic purposes. Modern collective vio-
lence involves strikes and political demonstra-
tions, which attempt to achieve new rights or
powers. Labor issues, temperance, and suffrage
movements are typical causes that have resulted
in modern collective violence. Many of these
demonstrations are mainly shows of force, but
they can result in violence, especially when gov-
ernmental authorities overreact to them."

CRITICISMS OF IMMIGRANT VIOLENCE

The Irish Emigrant’s Guide for the United States,
first published in 1849, was an early guide for
Irish immigrants. Rev. John O’Hanlon, a pre-
Famine immigrant, wrote it as a handbook for
the tens of thousands who were fleeing Ireland.
Rev. O’'Hanlon instructed the immigrant on
practical issues such as travel arrangements and
employment opportunities. He advised readers to
avoid public-works projects and warned them
not to involve themselves in factional fighting
with men from other parts of Ireland. Apparently,
Rev. O’'Hanlon had become familiar with a great
deal of this behavior in his years in the United
States. He cautioned immigrants to avoid associ-
ating with provincial factions and to avoid strong
alcohol, which led to violence. He was aware of
the rivalry that was associated with immigrants
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from the various provinces and counties, and of
the resultant mindless violence.’?

The editor of the 7rish American, P. Lynch, was
ever the supporter of the Famine immigrants
cause. In 1850, Joseph Brennan, a correspondent
for the Nation in Dublin, wrote an article criticiz-

ing the behavior

of the newly 2
b ]

-

grants and their
quick resort to
violence as a
problem-solving
technique.
Brennan stated
that he assumed
that the Irish
immigrants
would have left
behind their age-
old antagonisms
and would have improved their behavior as they no
longer faced the same stresses. However, he found
that “religious bigotry and party feuds have crossed
the Atlantic with our people. Our nature has not
changed with the clime. We are the same under the
‘star-spangled banner’ as under the ‘union jack.” In
answering Brennan, Lynch attempted to explain
the behavior of the new immigrants: “We do not

arrived immi- ;
=

<

possess that ‘adaptability’ which Thierry attributes
to the Danes. We everywhere retain our character- {”W”ﬁﬁo""-'fﬂb”
istic manners, virtues, and I regret to add, vices.” tﬁ@%;fkifh“’
The New York press was filled with accounts County, PA delegare
of strange fights involving the immigrants. Fights of the Ancient Order
could occur over trivial disputes. The New York of Hibernians, also
g % known as “The King
Times in September 1853 reported a Brooklyn of the Mollies? Kehoe
fight between a gang of Irish laborers over who was executed in 1877,

was the best street paver."

Andrew Leary O’Brien left one of the few
immigrant journals from the pre-Famine immi-
gration era. O’Brien was the son of a wealthy
farmer in Moileragh, Kanturk, County Cork.
He was well educated, and his ambition was to
be ordained a Catholic priest. He emigrated in
1837 and enrolled in Chambly College, a semi-
nary near Montreal. However, he did not com-
plete his studies, and he began traveling around
the United States. He proved to be a competent
mason and found work on the many construc-
tion projects then under way.
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In his journal, O’Brien
discussed working on a canal
project near Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, in May 1838.
He worked for a masonry
contractor in a crew of fellow
immigrants from Cork.
O’Brien described the deadly
rivalry between the Irish
workers, who were divided
into factions based on geo-
graphical regions.

Ireland was, of course,
divided into four provinces—
Ulster, Munster, Leinster,
and Connaught—and was
further divided into thirty-

two counties. Workers
tended to associate with
individuals from their
native county or province.
Recurring battles occurred
between immigrant factions
from these various regions.
This fact was well known
to the contractors, who
usually hired entire crews
from one of the factions to
avoid violence.'s
In his journal, O’Brien
described the hatred
between “Fardowns” and
“Corkonians” on his con-
struction project.
Corkonians were immi-
grants from Cork. O’Brien
incorrectly identified
Fardowns as immigrants
from County Kerry and
other counties in the south-
ern part of Ireland. In fact,
the term Fardown, from the
Irish donn (“dark man”),
was used to refer to persons
from the northern counties
of Ulster. It is apparent that
the animosities between the
tWO groups were so great
that O’Brien had little con-
tact with Fardowns.

O’Brien was candid in admitting that “the
cause of this [hatred] I could not satisfactorily
discover. I never knew or heard of it till I got on
the canal. One of the opposite party dare not
seek employment on a contract where the other
party were in employ.™

O’Brien described instances where one fac-
tion would attack a worker from another faction
and kill him without any cause, other than that
he was a member of an opposing faction. These
attacks were daily occurrences, and the huts and
tents of the workers required an armed watch at
night to prevent attack. The large number of sin-
gle men on the site and the availability of alcohol,
which was dispensed by the contractor, exacer-
bated the problems.

Violence against laborers from other regions
was common in rural Ireland. Spalpeens, which is
what wandering laborers were called, often faced
violence when they arrived in an area at harvest-
time. The local laboring population greatly
resented the competition, and these seasonal
laborers were often attacked.?”

O’Brien left the canal job after five months.
He believed that the violence was the result of the
Irish laborers themselves. He intended to “never
more live where I would be obligated to deal so
largely with the lower class of the Irish in this
country on public works, where liquor could be
had by them at command for I take it, this is
their ruin, this is the cause of all their misfortu-
nate proceedings.”®

BERGEN Hi1L VIOLENCE IN THE FACTION-
FIGHTING TRADITION
A series of riots occurred between factions of Irish
workers at the Bergen Hill railroad project. The
project was undertaken by the Long Dock
Company in 1856 and was completed in 1861.
The work was the most extensive tunnel under-
taking of the time. The tunnel was 4,300 feet
long and passed through solid rock.19

A riot between two factions of laborers on
Saturday, February 14, 1857, resulted in one death
and several serious injuries. At the time, the work-
ers were constructing track about two miles from
Hoboken, New Jersey. The violence started in the
afternoon of the monthly payday. The twelve hun-
dred Irish workers were reportedly drinking and
celebrating payday. Corkonian and Connaught
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factions began fighting, and the disorders spread to
shanties surrounding the work site. The factions
were armed with pistols, rifles, and a variety of
crude weapons. Faction fighters entered the
shanties of the opposing faction and beat men,
women, and children. Several shanties were
burned or pulled to the ground.

The sheriff of Hudson County, Henry B.
Beatty, responded but he was unable to restore
order. Militia units from Hoboken, Jersey City,
and Bergen were called to assist the sheriff.
Forty-five arrests were made. Eventually, the riot
died out, and the sheriff and militia took con-
trol. The next day, Sunday, found several thou-
sand visitors to the area who expected to witness
another battle. They were not disappointed.

An issue in the conflict was the location of
shanties. The Corkonians and the Connaught
factions had their temporary dwellings in sepa-
rate locations. The Corkonians encroached on
the Connaught area, and after a period of post-
payday drinking early on Sunday, the
Connaught men attacked and attempted to
drive off the Corkonians. The battle raged from
about 1 PM. to midnight. The New York Times
suggested that the riot would have been worse if
half of the workers had not been at work in the
tunnel. The contractor prevented those at work
from entering the affray by drawing up ladders
and keeping them in the tunnel.®

Sporadic violence continued among the tun-
nel workers. Some months after the Bergen Hill
riot, on Sunday, August 16, 1857, a large party of
intoxicated Irish workers began fighting in Jersey
City. The police attempted to stop the battle, but
were attacked when the Irish united and turned on

them. The police made two arrests.”

BERGEN HILL VIOLENCE AND INDUSTRIAL
PROTEST

The panic of 1857 caused financial difficulties
for the contractor supervising the tunnel proj-
ect. Monday, September 14, was payday for the
twelve hundred tunnel workers. Unfortunately,
due to the financial disorders in the money
markets, the contractor was able to raise only
$35,000. In addition, the disputes between the
Corkonians and Connaught factions continued,
and threats of renewed violence were real. The

mayor of Hudson City (later part of Jersey City)

met with the contractor and a Catholic priest in
an attempt to prevent violence. The president
of the New York and Erie Railroad Companies
also addressed the workers and explained the
problems in the money markets. Drinking by
the unemployed workers exacerbated the prob-
lem. The New York Times suggested that “if
liquor could be kept away from them, there is
little fear of any outbreak occurring.”

The financial problems in the United States
increased and prevented the adequate financing
of the Bergen Hill tunnel. Work was suspended
on the project in late September when the con-
tractor could not pay his employees. After hav-
ing missed a month’s wages, more than four
hundred of the workers gathered to tear up the
railroad tracks of the main line. The treasurer of
Hudson City, Jacob Miller, addressed the crowd
and promised to help them get their back pay,
which amounted to about $15,000. With that
pledge, the workers left the area.?

Some of the workers left the project and
found work elsewhere. The Brooklyn Water
Works was at the time constructing the
Ridgewood Reservoir. The workers were Irish,
and a riot broke out when the company hired
some of the laborers from the troubled Bergen
Hill Tunnel. The New York Times reported that
the project manager hired Fardowns from the
tunnel project. The 7imes may have been inaccu-
rate, however, as the Fardown faction had not
been mentioned in the previous Bergen Hill

Hlustration: The
Bergen Tunnel, N.J.
East, c1890.
Courtesy of the
Library of Congress

Hlustration: (Left)
The New York
Times for February
16, 1857 reported
an “Trish riot”
beween factions at the
Bergen Tunnel work-
site where, according
to the newspaper,
“Whiskey flowed
freely...and a ‘ruc-
tion’ was soon
raised.”

Vol.14, 2000
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Tunnel riots. The laborers then working on the
project objected to the new faction and drove

them off the site.*

: at

refused to work until they were paid. The new
contractor, A. B. Seymour, promised that they

would be paid at the beginning of the next month.
An arrangement with Robert H. Berdell, vice pres-

ident of the Long Dock Company, provided the
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1ce showesd that de- | [morning, and infermed the vontraetor, Mr. l.m:}:«»v WEEe sent every hlll'l" to that m-mh-uuu'f resfdence '( contractor dld
The engineer of | [thut they wonld work mo  longer wntil ¢} inBergen, hot he was not these—The Colone! fur- | .
m and soanded the | same was paid. Mr, L., seclng there w.n: tronble < | ther remarked that he would not l«-.‘u.- the artnory | € not use it to Pay
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ore: the train 50 fled » porfion of the men, who were wilhog | bR Siainiies woull be put to ViEhts by i E With that
;?r: m’,ub'r"urlu fo resnne work, but were prevented  from w0 o'clock. At 10 o'¢lock thore wus no probabllity of | 1 ?
;. and Dm.:{, Aly& Uolng by the others, who declared they Ishun':d' lhc|ub.~tmu'linn 'lu-in.: n'{llllvvcd. The ('lmw.d stll re- ; the WOI'kCI'S
ated that dec o‘:aol t. Nome dissatirffaction nmm.mnnd ﬁr;l\:symlﬂt ;:::hr:c« :l!‘l::] ;u-,r'l"::!: M\"g:(z (‘T.::lluu“v;n d;l]l[x:::;l;llg (X;'I'l d
“)l » \nie r . : N, . .
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o The mi CWere s rading fting .
ssly probibits funa. | %t the junction of the Northern Iilroad, ;é-ll" 5’:":':‘.'.'-'%.‘-‘5{1‘. sUl In readiness, wailing the or I‘iOt and blOCkCCl
)";"";""‘,'_‘:'d"':‘ hefor= which tranches off from the Erle Road, justback of | yo e 57 0 M0, aiter diligent search, §Sheriff
"n‘.rrl\'ed by. : Bergen HiIll. The contraclors reinonstrated for somo Bravry conld notbe found. A portion of the crowd | = the tracks SOITIC
¢ -1 e ; 1 . ® v b .
Hudson River RS Dth 1ol suest, but selen wasing th. hoe RLOpIEA A1l MIShL. Tho mailtoain due in this oty |
4 o any gowl.  Finally, at 11 o’clock, the workinen, to the \ ?“,_ “m ¥ tlite NEwYurk Exprens. due we o 10 4 fl'h k
N MECHANIC . number of two hundred, prdceeded In squads from the :rdér{:;ll l-;- the Division \"ll)‘l::rllll.i.'n\il""ll W s'l:;:“:( 5 o € workers
Sty of sm’“;ceuo; gontractors’ office to the /Eric Road, and wking the | suferns, and proceed v Plennont, Thix will ena- | ¢ were satisﬁed
e | T e e sy | Harne e oo, "3 103 ook e |
aw on & etrly, o SURDS}, SWINCHEL PIOIH N 10190 T . e en G PEUY were disissesl from further service.  Theywittisafl | - 1th
N the road. The 12 o'clock way-iral n kg ik 3 y R, with a vague
::]‘S:c?:l;‘u of ?‘):lctkr::::“h .Ie Was unible zw lcllll und) n'll u’:r::)::‘! pronabikisy e reculled thin marning. o~ . f
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FUAR lhu(:‘c; threats were tnude by the workmen to the conductor | CITY POLITICS. promise of a

ny of substa,a ¢
ndon mUver o e,
of the S!onﬁ:na
dght, at A prigr 4
srwarded a lelqr:,c.
nder whose dyrm.
ronducted, Infgon.
sum had been gnd
of the striked be
donation wonlgpe-
ther meeting, {:g
I In regard Wrom
t of members lont-
last night at Mopgr
the Stone-culpegt
regard to the gw.
with their fal

About 23 o‘c)::'t:
n, of the Fifte

and engineer. The train was compelled to go back
to Patersun. The Cincinnatt Express, due In thir
¢ity 8t 2 o'clock, was also compelled 1o putl bnek to
Paterson. The various tralne due West proceeded ns
far ux the Slaughterhouse, and could getno further. Atl-
templs were made Lo rermove the cars,end the crowd of
workmen bld defiunce to those who had charge of (he
train. The (rains were finally compelled (o return
to Jersey City. Tho supdrintendent of this di-
vislon, Mr. W. Tajior, proceeded to the scene as
enrly as 12 o'clock, but could not secomplish wny-
thing. Telegraphlc dispatches were sent o the
officers of the road, stating the facts, and up to 7
o'clock, none of them had made their appearance on
the ground. Gentlemen doing business In this City,
and residing along the line of the New-York wnd
Erie Road, collected together in groups about the

month’s wage to be

paid on October 1 and
wanted to resume working. Others were not satis-
fied and prevented them from returning to the
project. A large party of workers blocked the tracks
of the Northern and Erie Railroads for three days
and prevented trains from passing their barricade.
Again, the militia units of Hudson County were

! called up to deal with the workers. However,

i Jersey Clty dépdt towards evenlag, discussing the '. .
e en ot | probability of getting home, &c. Al kinds of epi. | Sheriff Beatty of Hudson County could not be
{ ",' a4 ] thets were used aguinst the workmen, and many ‘ . . .
s found 10 iy, | there were who offereit their ervices to go up and | found, and without a direct request from him,
):c o the g | remove the obstriction. Thelr services, it appesrs, | ¥
sken A0 (o | e ot necepted,  During the afternoon, word was | my Colonel Gregory would not leave the armory.
Investigainor | sent to the Maydr of Hudson City for wid, aml he R
The pris e | gave onters to the military to turn out. -Butupto 10 | o Many of the militia members appear to have been
b i:}‘.:.“,"'a“c" o'clock they had not made thelr appearance. The | 1 .. . .
A overe wueh | Muyor himsel( appearcd on the ground, amt told ihe | g less than enthusiastic to act against the strikers.
sllar in workmen they ‘were violating the Juw, but they | ¢ e .
A Gm;"ﬁ: would ot be influenced by anything he suid. Word | o Although the call for the militia was made shortly
 his | was then sent 1ol Muyor Greaenr, of Jemsey City, and | g . . e e .
o Eaveorr. | (g gentieman did all he possibly could to restore | oy after the noontime strike, the militia was still not
of violey .. | order, but Yalled. The workmen ran to and fro, |
“trom "Ugle? nwrn;mg theyiwould ot remove the cars until they {),T,‘ assembled as late as 10 PM. Eventually only 150
n, comne i | pecelved their wages. The Superintendent, seeing 2 . e . .
wowine ol | §t was impomsible to comprumise the matter, sent | 1) members of the six militia units responded.”
. . Cy. 4 word to Gen. Harrierp, of the Hudzon Conunty militia, | 14 . .
Hlustration: The Times | “**™” . | 10 seni severat companies to remove the obsiruetion e The public and the local governmental officials
Jor September 17, 1859 m T an the road, — - - .

reported another riot at
the Bergen Tunnel work-
site, this one occasioned
by wages thar were not

Although the panic of 1857 caused wide-
spread unemployment and economic hardships,
the financing of the Bergen Hill tunnel was at least

appeared to have sympathy for the workers. The
disappearance of Sheriff Beatty may have been an

attempt to avoid acting against the strikers.
The project at this time employed a thou-

I ”’f ?Z” ;yl’ %1;7 ”i“t temporarily secure. However, the project again ran sand men. The work was characterized as “of the
ran out o nas. Woreers . . .
barricaded the railroad | 0Ut of funds in September 1859. When the work- laborious and exhausting character ... performed
tracks for three days. ers were not paid their wages on September 15, underground and when the workers emerge from
they struck for one month’s back wages and the different shafts, appear like the laborers in
Vol.14, 2000
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collieries in England coming out of the mines.”
The workers were paid one dollar a day. If the

workers missed any time at work or if the con-

tractor could not pay them, the
workers had little reserve to

fall back on for relief.* il
This inadequate wage &5 md,.

was common for unskilled B el
Irish immigrant labor. The it
«3 method of

great numbers of immigrants

pouring into New York City

lished their
depressed the wages of both ook
skilled and unskilled labor. :?,,':;';‘Z:
The New York Times reported ~ Jig'ent
that it would require an annual {5} |
wage of $600 for a family of e
four to live moderately in New oty
York City. However, few workers oo 1

could earn the $11.54 weekly
wage that would provide this
moderate level of comfort. Most
laborers and factory workers in
New York City earned less than
$5 a week, and few worked
without periods of unemploy-
ment during the year.?
Newspaper accounts
reported other injustices that
the workers endured. The con-
tractor established a company
store where the workers bought

their food and paid for it
through a stoppage of wages.
The workers complained of
poor quality and exorbitant
prices. Another problem was the
payment of liquor bills out of
wages. The boardinghouse keep-
ers provided alcohol to their ten-
ants, payment for which was
deducted from the tenants’
monthly wages. This practice was
stopped by the contractor, who

blamed the poverty of the workers on their abuse
of alcohol. The workers, liquor dealers, and board-

been secured | ||
iates for the

biish Mr.
ot alleged
or his' re-

vas gen-
went fo
Jrinciples

prices. Wages were

mees on Satarday and
Sumnday. P

of the Road-—Delay of the
Trains and Mails,

THE MIATARY AGAIN CALLED OUT.
Fight Between the Rioters and the Police
BIXTY MEN ARRESTED.

ORDER RES }ORED AND THE TRACK CLEARED, :

——

The scenes of riot and disorder which: took place
|wq yesrs agathis Fall upon the Eric Railrosd tun-
nel; at | Bergexr Hill, havo been repeated during the
pazt thtec days, occasioned, us in the former instance,
by the failurejof the contractor to fulfill Lis engage-
ments with the workmen by promptly paving them at
the time agre «; The custom has been to pay the men
monthly. A glore was eslablished near the works by
:l;csd\'uo::‘nl .dth:E :ontranlur, whence the workmen

perm ' [{ i
The ehen o raw 'supplies for their families,

then paid in goods and in

alcohol, which were quickly consumed.
A committee o

f prominent citizens assembled

in Hoboken and

adopted a resolution
that was supportive
of the Bergen Hill
strikers. None of the
names of committee
members appeared to
be Irish. The plight of
y the workers had struck
ks a chord among some
i;‘?f‘,‘f ¢ of the prominent,
foredt  non-Irish community
or 4 leaders.

8 Mayor Collard of
med Hudson City, which
with Bergen Hill was

incorporated into
Jersey City in 1870;

various government

" that ke he  dxoitht '---I quality of the pro;;i;ium, and
2 i J pot| prices charged for fiem, we X s 1 o
Ill‘l]n:“'l‘(. eause | of jmfich  dissatisfaction ;  while wfﬁﬁ . and rallroad OH:IGHJS,
_“_I': “'(f real diieully | 1s  stated, by e other side, hich . .
axr | to he, that f many of e boarliug - howse ((-]"7'.” a CathOhC prlest,
wion he | keejers kept liguor for sale, which - absorbed I;:b:.
. The | the carnings|of the men, and tefy lr§=iv fumilies | Inde Rev. Vanetta: and
® o sreat ,r’::l:g*d (‘l];‘ mﬂ?mﬂm’ al;‘uw, Mr. Seruour recently At th g ?
th. % P §he liquor bills wut of the wimres cd upo .
hi:t::::?\:. "m"“l"dﬂ“ Botice thut n future l'xcv‘,sllnl;:(\:i:’ :nl:: -::'m"" local pOllCE OmCCl'S
teyare | paytttiem. - Fhis step naturally excited aguinst him | Tae .
ratehew. | strong o b among a cluss of persons who hud | 5. 00 Went to the barri-
~'f ""'I‘ '_';- srcal:n % ;cr 01: less intelligent portion of the {'l’m":“ 9
orthwith | workmen, al en their pay was not fortheoming, 1y m un -
700D was | they were efisily incited (o violent measures i l‘l}g{;l;m Cades and SUCcesy
Tha emb {3 of the Erie Railrond O I ﬁll
3 : d C
have 4 pLu Htoutof their power to negotiate the | 140 can ly attemp ted to
bonds:of thef] '_'_I 5 Dock Company, by which the con- Inalﬁud h k
tructorhad Hien|enabled to rafso the mamey i ey | IHedicte get the workers to
to carry on {(Be works ; " 5 fignt b
sof that |works; but until reccally, whatever | Dinks .
o hotels | other f 6-been churgeuble to the contractor, | wWhole o desist. The mayor
4 is the | the panyiappland him for the energy he hus dis: | fife tho %
ing con. | Playedin 7 g forward the work of cxcavation, | Nouce, & read the riot act
fulcoms sAlb::lll: X l:hcr}(ar‘o employed, who oceupy | hig el ’
wnt {0 an- i I‘L‘ negl 1e -shafts, in the vulskirts of Hudson | céedin
this week, iCIly.| The “(.‘T)‘T_l’ff ‘h'(_.'[nmsl laborious und exhanst. | * 'l';m but the WOI'l(eI'S
"y work | ing clipractdn. It s performed under gronnd, and the | €3¢1 0 g
‘hich juos- | Men, When gioy; ge from the different shafts, ap- | 1, I';‘f‘ll shouted hlm dOWn.
stents of | Pearlike th bprers in collicries in Englund coming | miogive 1
portunity | out of the things; Their pay is one dollar per day. | when Eventuaﬂy, the mlll'
al advan- I; e t bl V-u}lp‘m their scanty carnings, the ;’R‘;‘;’:" = d .
purted by | *lightdst inferrdbtion In the reeclpt of their wages | SE"
Guugey "l;?i!l :e:ﬂou: umbnrrassmc‘m. and in mfny I‘,xh(l 0‘| iz mov: agamSt
iemselves | Cuses muchfshiffering, ‘These troubles are enbaneed | e loce 1% 1
tre. The |LVY "I:”é Dprdgpls fi i:le;-‘)ol season, when it is neces. ;‘ ‘;\“j “: the Strlklng rioters,
ge' is the | Sy for thew! to ffu exira clothing and fuel f /. 1
Hiatongn | their fmitigs! s wnd fuct for) ureats & and after a brief bat-
~rloghed. | Con tiong of this kind have liad great effect | the nasi
is surs | i mblifyfagpublic ~indignation “agaimsi_weir | Be osub  tle, they arrested 45
A il | b mcsrs) acty, atl pfrevem:.-d lh(]: authorities and the | HACE: & Furth
man | Militaly, yirom prarceding to extreme meas- | afojup,
light, g;s in puljing _mvdolwu. The damage to the ;‘.fm‘a‘w;l( Striicers:. BUrLer
wnple up h not unly iy theinterruption of | down ) 1
o nemuption of | Jewcall  arrests increased the
v, have

inghouse operators opposed this action.?®

The problem of the company store and the
sale of alcohol to the laborers by contractors was
widespread. Unscrupulous contractors provided
food and supplies at isolated camps at exorbitant

total to 72. Most were
arrested on little evidence,

and 39 were quickly dismissed in court.”

No mention is made of factionalism among
the workers. Corkonian, Fardown, and Connaught
rivalries were now less relevant, as the industrial-
izing Irish immigrants were confronting a new
reality, that of exploited laborers. Casting aside
regional differences, the traditional violent

Hlustration: On
September 19, 1859,
the New York Times
reported the use of
militia and the police
against rioters at
Bergen Hill, with no
mention of factions.
Following a large
number of arrests,
barricaded tracks
were cleared and, the
paper stated, order
was restored.
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response formerly used against agricultural oppo-
nents was now the choice of behavior against
industrial employers.

The Irish immigrant of the period initially
acted according to a cultural tradition that
accepted collective violence as both a problem-
solving technique and a recreational activity.
Collective violence in New York City and the sur-
rounding counties was a continuation of tradi-
tional behaviors that were common in
pre-Famine Ireland. As the Irish immigrants and
their American-born offspring adjusted to life in
the city and to the requirements necessary for
success in an industrial setting, their traditional
behaviors changed. They dropped or modified
those behaviors, including recreational rioting,
that were incompatible with life in an industrial
society. However, some traces of the tradition
would continue when confronting modern oppo-
nents in the industrial world of the United States.
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