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President MacCracken's address to the Ulster-Irish Society of
New York on March 24th, 1939
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Annual Banquet of the Ulster-Irish Society of New York, 17 March 1934, at the Hotel Biltmore.
(Empire Photographers original photographed by Marion Casey. Collection of the American [rish Historical Society.)

“Mr. Goudy, President Stitt and members of the Ulster-Irish
Society, and friends:

“Forty-three years ago, in Harrisburg, PA, my father, then
Chancellor of New York University, made an address before the
Scotch Irish Society of America, on the subject ‘The Scotch-Irish
American, what manner of man is he?’ To him | owe my interest
and love for the Irish of Ulster, and my pride in their leadership
in American life. To his memory I raise my glass, and in his name
accept with gratitude your medal.

“The Scotch-Irish, or as you call him, the Ulster-Irish, has iden-
tified himself with his new country, America, more deeply than
any but the first immigrant group. To begin with, he spoke the
English language in its greatest purity, as it should be spoken,
with strong, pure vowels, with an I that trilled and rolled on the tip
of the tongue. His voice, clarified and fortified by a gargle of his
own manufacture and of great potency in the stimulation of
speech, rang full and true, not strangled at its roots by London fog.

“He brought with him not only his gargle, but his songs and
dances, his lilts and reels, his myths and legends, riddles and

kissing games, weather wisdom and proverbs, his witches and
charms; these are now the folklore of America, changed like his
speech into the truest American quality. Though driven by
oppression from his home in Ulster, he carried their memory
with him, and planted them in the new soil. So we have Lon-
donderry in New Hampshire and Antrim in Ohio, and Donegal
and Armagh in Pennsylvania. In my own country, we have Hiber-
nia, and | live on the old Livingston patent, while across the river
are the twin counties of Ulster and Orange-no mistaking those
names-flanked as they are by Sullivan and Montgomery
Counties.

“The planting of the Ulster-Irish is an oft told tale familiar to
this audience. I will not repeat it, except to point out that the
Ulstermen sought the hills from Belfast, Maine, to Scottsboro,
Alabama, that they bore the brunt of the Colonial frontier wars,
that they fiercely resented the neglect of their needs by tidewater
governments, and that they took part in the Revolution with a
great determination to paddle their own canoe. Their chief line
of migration to the west was down the Susquehanna, up the
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of subterranean lootes, ages 800, streams
n jots %o the ight of day, and these under
Bemendous and seguiar peessune they hasdened Inso marveiogs
colurrma. They ace all sicalded phess, except for a fow devients
of Sawe, or seven, or nine; and there for ages Sy have sicod,
dedyirg the wawes and winds,
"Now the Ulser lrish aoe Bhe those columns of the Glarm'
Thetr chazacier wan focred under the fiee of valler-
Ing and starvation. Ther resistance 1o tyrazny coeated a teerbile
pressuse. and Bhe steams of familles that survived Sved In St
poesause. When the Bght of day came, and passions cooled, he
Ubtier Proabysterians cocled off n formation that has
reistod every efiont % change them. & s these six sides of thar
natere that have siood fast, and made them the men they are.
“These stx sides or facets, ox planes of powez, e hese: selgion,
education, govemmaent, dusty, Ioventicn,
“Of religion | have no need 0 say Sut » word. The Ulster
rish sent minbsters 10 America In every lamily s B very heert
of the widerness they plasted Bty congregationn. I ther selgion

POma vast

“But the ksh were argulers, lough minded men.
They wresthed oves sermond, end Bed exhausing sagu-
mert. They sat long over chusch government. And 50 dominke
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& only & part of he truth, What ks rue ks his, hat fie
have fumished 10 the Amercan govemmaent, In
of men of dstncton owt of ol pecponon o
Ardrew Jackyon and Seongwall
Woodrow Wison, John C. Cabous snd
Andoew Johraon, every state of opision, But mary strong men.
"Religion, education and govemnmaent, on all these the Ulstes
Fah laid strong hands and wrought mightly. Bt even more
were the conrbutions % industry and 10 nwention.

No wonder that In his westward ek he sopped % iInvert $e
Dacvester Dal made the great westem famms realties. No wonder
that the heavy ndustries Sell nto his hands. Fis enetgy was really
prodigious. The foossts fell, the stemps wese pulled, the rven
steromed. For this his e at sea In herring fishing. his weaving
and hit hard work I8 storny Delds bad peepared him. Bat only
the continuation of sem dixcipine, taized intellgence, and an
Mmdwmoqdbhnmrm
Ity philacthropy, St amasing trait of $ie American.
The sesfiess Ulor irish, whose ensegy and taining had broughtt
rich sewasds in the carly harvest from Amencen sol, had nofhing
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becther Scots.
“For two Bundred peat waves of migntion have beat
ageinst his six ocodumn of besalt. Teuton and Sl Latin

nature of $he American, ss he cnystalioed from the Ulster kb
mould under the pressure of the geeat setdemaent. He

“Now, In ol modesty, 1t s necessary 10 admit that the Ulser.
frish dM not discover Americe, ot e English setfiers cutruam-
besed them about eight %o one, that cthers came bom belandy
center and west, Som Scotland. Germany, Sweden, and Hel.
land, 0 make up our population. The Ulter-rinh have no mon-
opoly of ary of he chacscteristics | have descrbed. Al hoonor
o fem, But modesty aside, we celebrate tonight the Ulbstes.
H‘m-dmpnddhn:m-dm“w)




